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INTRODUCTION

While the history of the 50th Space Wing begins with the establishment of the 50th Fighter
Wing in May 1949, its honorgredate its activation. Following the establishment of the Air Force
as a separate military service in September 1947, Air Force leaders goughprove
organizationablignmentand commandstructures.Wing organizations haexistedduring World
War Il, though their numberswere fewer and they were not the principle installatiotevel

organi zation. The Air For ce dtsinddpendesdmcreaaseg¢ther r e o
numberof wings, makingthemthe primaryfield- level establishment. Tha&ir Force then assigned
groups to the wings, squadr oGeupboguadromgo osipsuycC

an installatiodevel organizational standard camédrtation.

This organizational development did present some concerns to comsjahdesver.

Because most of the wings were new establishments, many had no combat honors or campaign
streamers to display from their organizational flags. When a later reorganization resulted in the
inactivation of many of the World War Il groups, commamsdsought an avenue by which their
headquarters could claim those honors. The answer was to bestow temporarily the honors of the
World War Il groups on the similarlyumberedvingsto which thesegroupswerenow, or hadbeen
assigned.In this manner, theombat heritage of the group was not lost and establishments such as
the 50thFighter Wing were authorizedto display the campaignstreamersearnedby similarly
numbered predecessor groups. These bestowed honors are reflected in Appendix

In the 70 years since its activation as the 50th Fighter Wing at Otis Air Force Base,
Massachusetts, the 50th Space Wing has played an active role in the defense of thStateged
and the furtheranceof its security and national foreign policy objectives. In a variety of duty
locationsaroundthe globe,from CapeCod, Massachusett€annonAir Force Base, New Mexico;
to Hahn Air Base Germany; to the deserts of the Middle East, and most recently to the high plains
of central Colorado, the wing has taken a freaat inthe useof high technology. Originally
equippedwith the propellerdriven F-51 Mustang, the 50th Fighténterceptor (previously Fighter)

Wing converted to the-B4 in 1949 and briefly flew the-86 Sabre before its 1951 inactinat.

From thatpoint on, the 50th continuet field someof the mostadvancedaircraft systemsn the

United StatesAir For ce ( USAF) . The wingobds activities in
flag throughoutEuropeandthe Middle East. The flying wing reachedts zenithwith the sorties it

flew against Iraqi forces during Operation DESERT STORM in 199he selection of the
50thTactical Fighter Wing to assume responsibility for the newest technaogisatellite

systemd was t he next | ogi tioh Asatnespmillenniunt naeretiebOthg 6 s e\
SpaceWing held the high groundin the Air F o r aadedfskeepingthe peace and defending the

nation.

The wingbés transition to satellite and net
the next twodecades to add to its list of awards, honors, and accomplishments. As the wing
assumed authority for Falcon AFB small, operationally focused, installation about 10 miles east
of Colorado Spring$ few could have foreseen the changes ahead. FAEBnreramedin honor
of GeneraBernardA. Schrievern Junel998,becamen the next two decades a major installation
with a variety of spacb ased tenant organizations and 242 f
operations squadrons increased the numbervanéty of their operated satellite systems and
ensured other satellite control centers access
located around the globe, delivering decisive combat effects. These effects, including the
positioning, naigation, and timing effects provided by the Global Positioning System (GPS) and
communicati ons capabilities provi ded idny t he
(MILSATCOM) and Global Broadcast Service (GBS) were present in virtiealgry military
engagementand humanitarianeffort in which U.S forces engaged. Wing personnel and units
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garnered numerous awards and accolades, while the wing earned the prestigious Omaha Trophy for
Global Operationghree time in five years



Junel, 1949

March 1, 1950

June 1, 1951

January 1, 1953

July 1953

August 10, 1953

April 15, 1956

July 8, 1958

September 1, 1959

March 2, 1962

April 1965

CHRONOLOGY

Headquarters, United States Air Force ordered the activation of 1
50th Fighter Wing and its subordinate 50th Fighter Group and
tactical squadrons. These units were allocated to the Air Force
Reserve and stationed at Otis Air Force Base, Massattbu

The 50th Fighter Wing was redesignated as the 50th Fghter
Interceptor Wing. Concurrently, the 50th Fighter Group also was
redesignated as a fighteterceptor group.

The 50th Fighteinterceptor Wing and itsubordinate units were
ordered to active service. On June 2, 1951, the wing inactivated.

The 50th FighteBomber Wing (previously 50th Fighter
Interceptor Wing) was activated at Clovis Air Force Base, New
Mexico. Originally equipped witthe F51 Mustang, the wing soon
converted to the new-86F Sabre.

The 50th Fighter Bomber Wing began moving to Europe.

The 50th completed its movement to Hahn Air Base,
Germany.

The 50th FighteBomber Wing andts subordinate units
relocated to TouRosieres, France.

The 50th FighteBomber Wing became the 50th Tactical
Fighter Wing.

The 50th Tactical Fighter Wing returned to Hahn Air Base. Due t
runway repairs and resurfacirthe aircraft fleet would not
complete their return until December 1959.

The wing i mplemented United ¢
dualdeputy organizational structure as a means of
standardizing unit organization and relieving wing

commandersf numerous administrative duties.

The wing won the overall competition at the United States Air
Forces Europe Tactical Weapons Shoditheld at El Uotia
Range, Libya.
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July 1, 1968

November 1, 1968

July 12, 1971

ca.July 1975

19761977

November 15, 1976

November 1119
1977

December 30, 1981

June 21, 1982

ca. April 1983

1983

ca. February 1984

November 30, 1984

The 417th Tactical Fighter Squadron (TF&urned to the United
States. The squadron took up residence at Mountain Home AFB
Idaho, and was assigned to the 67th Tactical Reconnaissance W

As part ofa United States Air Forces Europe (USAFE)
reorganization, the 496th Tactidaighter Squadron was
reassigned to the 50th Tactical Fighter Wing.

The wingds 81st Tactical Fi gh
Air Base, West Germany, to become United States Air Forces
Eur ope64E fiWisltd FWeasel 0 squad

The 10th Tactical Fighter Squadron added laseded
bombs to its munitions inventory.

The 50t hds tacti cal-4Duothet s con
improved F4E with nosemounted Vulcan cannon.

The 313th Tacticdrighter Squadron joined the wing.

During exercise MIDLINK 77, wing # crews became the first ir
the USAF to be refueled by a KBt7 of the Imperial Iranian Air

The wing received the firstE6A delivered tdhe 313th
Tactical Fighter Squadron.

The wi n glBhantom $l tlepalfed Hahn Air Base.

Colonel Davey, 50th Tactical Fighter Wing commander,
declared the wing operationally ready in théa=

50th Tactical Fightewing crews won the overall competition at
GUNSMOKE. One pilot earned th
Guno award. At yeard6s end, a
earned first place among United States Air Forces Europe units i
Air Force weapontoad competition.

The 10th Tactical Fighter Squadron set a unit surge record,
launching 80 sorties in ten hours.

The 10th Tactical Fighter Squadron deployed to Incirlik Air Base,
Turkey, where in less than ten hothie unit flew 116 graduated
combat capability training sorties, exceeding its record set in
February, and establishing a new record for United States Air
Forces Europe.
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ca. December 1985

April 15, 1986

April 1987

May 1987

October 21, 1988

December 29, 1990

January 17, 1991

February 27, 1991

ca. May 1991

September 30, 1991

The 496th Tactical Fighter Squadron, while deployebhtirlik Air
Base, Turkey, established a new United States Air Forces Europ
sortie surge record, flying 144 sorties in less than 12 hours.

United States Air Forces Europe announced that the 313th
Tactical Fighter Squadron had earned@oenmandein-
Chiefdés trophy as the command
squadron for the second consecutive year.

The 50th Tactical Fighter Wing was named winner of the USAF
Daedalian Award for 1986.

The wingobés mai nteeeimea notice of tso mmu n
selection for the Department of Defense Phoenix Award.

United States Air Forces Europe activated the 50th Security Poli
Group to facilitate better command and control over law
enforcement and security activitiesHahn, Morbach, and
Wuesheim installations.

Pilots, jets, and support personnel left Hahn for Zaragoza, Spain
route to Al Dhafra, United Arab Emirates. The 10th Tactical Fight
Squadron joined the 17th and 33d Tactical FigBtpradrons from
Shaw AFB, South Carolina, which were already in place at Al
Dhafra. Thus began the wingos
SHIELD and DESERT STORM.

Crews of the 10th Tactical Fighter Squadron flew their first
combat sorgs of Opeation DESERT STORM attacking
Al Tagaddum Airfield near Baghdad, Iraq.

Captain Bill APsychoo Andr ews
Operation DESERT STORM prisoner of war when his aircraft wa
shot down over Iraq by surfaceto-air missile. Iraqg released

Captain Andrews to the International Red Cross on March 5, 19¢

Crews, jets, and support personnel returned to Hahn Air Base,
Germany from Al Dhafra Air Base, United Arab Emirates.

The 50th Tactical Fighter Wing was inactivated at Hahn Air Base
Germany.
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January 30, 1992

April 30, 1992

July 1, 1993

August 22, 1993

September 27, 1993

December 13, 1993

February 7, 1994

March 22, 1994

November 15, 1994

June 51998

January 1, 2000

The 50th Tactical Fighter Wing was activated as the 50th Space
Wing at Falcon Air Force Base, Colorado. The 50th assumed the
personnel, equipment, @fiunctions of the 2d Space Wing, which
was inactivated at Falcon on that date. Colonel Roger DeKok
assumed command.

The 4th Space Operations Squadron activated as a component
the 50th Operations Group. The squadron would later opbeate
Milstar satellite system.

Headquarters, Air Force Space Command (AFSPC) ordered the
reassignment of the 50th Space Wing to the newly activated
Fourteenth Air Force.

A ribbon-cutting ceremony marked the opening of the fire
station at New Boston Air Force Station.

A ceremony marked the formal Air Force Space Command
acceptance of the Falcon AFB Consolidated Space Operations
Center.

On the 20th anniversambthSpace t h
Operations Squadron began esfdife operations for Defense
Satellite Communications System (DSCS) Il satellite B4.

The first Milstar satellite launched at 2147Z.

Milstar Demonstration Flight Satellite (DFS) arrived on
station. Crews of the 4th Space Operations Squadron assumed
mission control element responsibilities in April 1994.

The 4th Space Operations Squadron assumed satellite control
authority for the first Milstar satellite.

Falcon Air Force Base was renamed Schriever Air Force Base ir
honor of General Bernard A. Schriever, the former commander ¢
Force Systems Command and a pioneer in developing USAF mi
and space systems.

Operating Location BOL-B) of the 3d Space Operations Squadro
was inactivated at Wahiawa, Hawaii. The squadron turned over t
facility, one of five UltraHigh Frequency FollovDn (UFO)

satellite communications centers, to the 614th Space Operations
Squadron, a FourteenthrAtorce unit based at Vandenberg Air
Force Base, California.



February 4, 2000

February 5, 2000

February 10, 2000

June 13, 2000

August 28, 2000

October 1, 2000

October 11, 2000

Onizuka and New Boston Air Force Bases were redesignated as
Force Stations.

A crew at the New BostoRemote Tracking Station achieved a ne\
record of erroffree supports, logging 20,000 satellite supports witl
no errors. The crew, Bill Hickerson, Bob Curren, Paul McCay, BIl
Cheshire, Vern Townsend, Jim Veach, Matt Curry, Gary Collins ¢
Mike Williams, kegan working toward the record on 28 JLO97.

3d Space Operations Squadron crewmembers performed the las
support of Ultra High Frequency Folle@n satellite, Flight

10. The US Navy assumed satellite control authority for the
constellation the next day, ending-g&ar transfer of responsibility
for the system from the 3d Space Operations Squadron at Schrie
AFB to the Naval Satellite Operations Center at Point Mugu,
California. The inactivation of Operating Location C, 3th&e
Operations Squadron on April
involvement with the UltraHigh Frequency satelligystem.

The 5th Space Operations Squadron was inactivated at Onizuka
Force Station, California. Other 50th Spa¢mg squadrons
assumed most 5th Space Operations Squadron missions and the
Space Operations Squadron assimilated most of the inactivated
squadronodés peopl e.

El Paso County Sheriff John W. Anderson presented MSgt Ken
Merritt of thewinggs | nspector Gener al
Of fice Lifesaving Medal . The
actions at the scene of a rollover accident on 8 June 2000.

The wing assumed control of the Midcourse Space Experiment
(MSX) satellite from the Ballistic Missile Defense Organization.

Space Shuttle Discovery (ST&), on a mission to deliver
equipment and supplies to the International Space Station, suffer
a Ku-band antenna failure. 21st Space Operationsdgoa
operators used the Air Force Satellite Control Network to receive
data from the shuttle and relay it to the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration mission controllers, conducting 201 suppot
events for the mission.



May 2, 2001

October 1, 2002

October 1, 2002

November 2002

December &, 2002

December 31, 2002

March 20,2003

March 21, 2003

April 8, 2003

Air Vice Marshal Mohammed Mahfoudh Ardhi, Commander,
Royal Air Force of Oman, visited the base for an orientation tour
and to learn about satellite systems operated by the 50th Space
Wing.

Air Force Space Command ordered the activaioime 50th
Logistics Group, redesignating it 50th Maintenance Group and
reassigning the 50th Space Communications Squadron and 850t
Space Communications Squadron (redesignated from 50th and
850th Communications Squadrons) to the organization.
Concurrenty, the command inactivated the 50th Communications
Group. The new group included a Program Management Office t
held responsibility for a variety of functions, including contracting
and logistics.

Air Force Space Command ordered tbdesignation of the 50th
Support Group as 50th Mission Support Group.

Crews of the 3d Space Operations Squadron relocated Defense
Satellite Communications System flight B14 to a new position in
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NAT@wned slot in
preparation for Operation IRAQI FREEDOM.

A major typhoon struck Guam and the Guam Tracking Station
(Detachment 5, 22d Space Operations Squadron). The site suste
damage to radomes, facilities, vehicles, and log®wimercial
power, though the unit reported no injuries to assigned personne

Operating LocatiofAE, 22d Space Operations Squadron,
Oakhangar, United Kingdom, reported a record setting 27,993
satellite supports for the year.

United States forces launched Operation IRAQI FREEDOM. In
the first 20 days of combat, crews of the 50th Operations Group
flew hundreds of satellite missions, completed thousands of
satellite contacts, responded to satellite anomalies, and helped p
additional satellites on orbit.

The 2nd Space Operations Squadron opened the Global
Positioning System Operations Center at Schriever AFB.

The last Milstar satellite was launched into a 22;60l@
geosynchronous orbit. Onoa orbit, Flight 6 completed the Milstar
constellation.
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June 1, 2003

August 29, 2003

October 1, 2003

Decenber 19, 2003

December 29, 2003

December 31, 2003

March 10, 2004

March 20, 2004

Headquarters, Air Force Space Command ordered the activation
the 50th Communications Group to replace the 50th Maintenanc
Group, inactivated on this date. The 5Qbimmunications Group
absorbed the 50th and 850th Space Communications Squadrons
The command also ordered the activation and redesignation of tr
50th Supply Squadron as the 50th Logistics Readiness Flight an
assigned it to the 50th Mission Support Group

The last Defense Satellite Communications System satellite, B6,
launched from Space Launch Complex 37 at Cape Canaveral Ail
Force Station, Florida, aboard a Boeing Delta IV launch vehicle.

Headquarters, Air Force SpaCemmand ordered the activation of
the 50th Comptroller Squadron and renamed it the 50th Comptrc
Flight. The command also activated components of the 21st Mec
Group at Schriever, giving the installation full service dental and
medicaklinics.

The crews of the Air Force Satellite Control Network (AFSCN) se
a oneday contact record, logging 514 satellite supports.

Air Force Space Command declared initial operational
capability for Milstar.

22d Space Operations Squadron crews set a monthly satellite co
record at 14,710 supports. Additional records set during the year
included site contact records at Diego Garcia (REEF) with 15,85!
Vandenberg (COOK) with 19,226; Guam (GUAM) with 20,586; a
Telemetry and Commanding Station Oakhanger (LION) with
27,966.

Air Force Space Command redesignated the 50th Communicatic
Group as the 50th Network Operations Group and transferred th
21st, 22d, and 23d Space Operations Squadronstfr@®0th
Operations Group to the 50th Network Operations Group.

A Boeing Delta Il rocket carried Global Positioning System
satellite 1IR11, the 50th GPS satellite, into orbit from Space
Launch Complex (SLC) 17B atape Canaveral AFS, Flola.
TheBlock II-R satellite was named in honor of Dr. lvan Getting,
considered one of the Afather

Xii



July 1, 2004

August 27, 2004

September 3, 2004

April 4, 2005

June 20, 2005

September 8, 2005

September 19, 2005

November 4, 2005

Headquarters, Air Force Space Command ordered the redesigne
of the 50th Comptroller Flight to 50th Comptrol&guadron,
reversing an action taken in September 2003, when the comman
ordered the activatiarf thesquadron.

The 50th Space Wing dedicated its new administration facility,
Building 210, in honor of Lieutenant General Roger DeKok.
General DeKok had served as the last commander of the 2nd Sg
Wing and commanded the 50th Space Wing upon its activation il
1992.

1st Lieutenant Jen Phifer, satellite vehicle operator, and Airman |
Class Jose Bernal, satellggstem operator, conducted the last
support of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization IV
communications satellite, marking the 3d Space Operations
Squadronés ewnpgod toupihontt bafc KNA
systems. fAHawk i s o uahdedLeutendanth e
Colonel Keith Hinson, 3d Space Operations Squadron command

Colonel John E. Hyten assumed command of the 50th Space Wi
from Colonel Suzanne M. Vautrinot.

General Bernard Schriever (USAF, Ret), for whSahriever Air
Force Base is named, died at his home in Washington, D.C.

The Base Realignment and Closure Commission submitted to th
President its completed recommendations, which included the
closure of Onizuka Air Force Station and thensfer of its
remaining Air Force Satellite Control Network mission to
Vandenberg AFB, California.

Sergey Revnivykh and Ekaterina Andruschak, operators with
Russiads GLONASS satellite na
AFB and 2dSpace Operations Squadron. The two, part of an
international group that visited 2d SOPS to discuss the future of
and its potential for integration with other navigation systems, we
the first visitors from Russi

The 21st Space Operations Squadron put Satellite Operations C
(SOC) 52 in Acoldo status. Th
center supporting U.S. space shuttle activities until 2004.
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December 2005

January 24, 2006

February 7, 2006

April 28, 2006

May 15, 2006

July 814, 2006

August 31, 2006

September 2@1,
2006

October 1, 2006

The 50th Space CommunicaticBgyuadr ondés @A St a
under development since about October 2003 was selected for
testing and implementation as the AF Standard Desktop persone
computer configuration. The standard desktop configuration
prevented the installation of unapproveétware, and provided
increased network security, while improving the ability of network
managers to respond to vulnerabilities.

Air Force Space Command ordered the inactivation of the 850th
Space Communications Squadron, completingrganizational
change that merged the functions of the 850th and 50th Space
Communications Squadrons.

The 50th Space Wing hosted Sc
Breakfast. The Air Force Chief of Chaplains, Chaplain (Major
General) Chdes C. Baldwin was the guest speaker.

Crews of the 22nd Space Operations Squadron provided Air For
Satellite Control Network support for the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration (NASA) launch of CloudSat and
CALIPSO aboard ®elta Il rocket from Vandenberg AFB,
California.

Colonel James C. Hutto, Jr. assumed temporary command of the
50th Space Wing while Colonel John E. Hyten deployed to
Southwest Asia. Colonel Hyten resumed command of the wing
following his retirn on 23 October 2006.

Federal and Oahu Island firefighters battled a @f@ brush fire
burning near the Hawaii Tracking Station of the Air Force Satellit
Control Network. The blaze caused no loss of life or damage to ¢
facilities.

The 2d Space Warning Squadron assumed command and contr
responsibility for the Defense Support Program constellation. Th:
1st Space Operations Squadron had flown the constellation sinc
1992.

Air ForceSatellite Control Network crews set a-Bdur
contact record, logging 80 sorties in 24 hours.

Renovations began on facilities to support the SiEased
Surveillance System (SBSS) satellite operations center.
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October 1, 2006

October 26, 2006

October 29, 2006

November 25, 2006

January 30, 2007

Februaryi March
2007

March 14, 2007

May 22, 2007

May 23, 2007

For the first time since the station opened in 1989, the Colorado
Tracking Station at Schriever AFB went off the air at 0600Z. Cre\
personnel sent the shutdown c
0555Z. The shutdownfel ect ed Pi keds new
1500 daily due to significant
Operational Space Services and Support contract.

A major winter storm dropped more than one foot of snow on
Schriever and the swunding area, causing the base to close for t
first time in recent years. The base remained closed on October
27th as highway crews from El Paso County, the state, and the t
worked to clearoads.

The 1st Space Operations Squadrpened the MultMission
Satellite Operations Center (MMSOC).

Members of the 4th Space Operations Squadron deployed their
Ground Mobile system aboard alQ aircraft. This marked the

first deployment of the ground mobile system aboatdly

aircraft. The cargo bay of the &7 provided less than one inch of
cl earance from the-thillerp of the

The new Antedo antenna at New Boston Air Force Station,
designated NH&\, was declared 100 percesperational and the
Operations and Maintenance Responsibility Transfer document \
signed.

The 22d Space Operations Squadwncated its crew force for
30days to conduct operations from Onizuka Air Force Station
while theirSchriever Air Force Base operations center underwent
major remodel and reconfiguration.

The wing decommissioned and disposed of SVN 15, the last of tl
original Block Il operational GPS satellites.

Colonel Teresa A.HDjuric, formerly vice commander of the
30th Space Wing, Vandenberg Air Force Base, assumed
command of the 50th Space Wing from Colonel John E. Hyten.

Civil engineers, in cooperation with local and state officials,
conducted a prescribed busn 50 acres at New Boston Air Force
Station.
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July 2007

September 2007

October 2007

October 10, 2007

December 14, 2007

December 24,
2007

December 28, 2007

March 15, 2008

The 1st Space Operations Squadron, in cooperation with Space
and Engineering Contract personnel, implemented an operations
plan to transitiothe Midcourse Space Experiment (MSX) mission
to satellite operations center 96.

The 2d Space Operations Squadron began configuration
management activity associated with the deployment of the
Architecture Evolution Program (AEP) and the LalunAnomaly,
and Disposal Operations (LADO) software configuration. The
AEP/LADO configuration allowed 2 SOPS to take on all GPS
related activities, managing and supporting the constellation and
each vehicle from launch to disposal.

The 2dSpace Operations Squadron transitioned from its legacy
operational control system (OCS) to the new LADO system.

At 8:22 p.m. Eastern Standard Time, an Atlas V booster carried t
first Wideband Global SATCOM satellite into orbit from Cape
Canaveral Air Force Station, Florida.

The Air Force Satellite Control Network Link Protection System
installation was completed. The ALPS gave the network crew
commander and 22 SOPS leaders the ability to analyze electro
maanetidnterference (EMI) at remote antennas.

1st Space Operations Squadron crews conducted their final GPS
launch supports. Crews used the command and control system t
shadow the SOPS LADO system for SVN IER8(M) for critical
deploymentand early orbit activities. 1st Space Operations Squac
crews made no supports during the mission.

1 SOPS crews completed the year by ending their use of the
command and control system. On this date, crews completed the
final suppot using the legacy system and permanently powered i
down at 1752Z.

2d Space Operations Squadron crews supported the launch of G

SVN 48 and orbited the spacecraft, parking it in slot A6 of the GF
constellation.
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April 11, 2008

June 12, 2008

June 20, 2008

July 16, 2008

September 30, 2008

November 25, 2008

December 4, 2008

March 1528, 2009

The 3rd Space Operations Squadron accepted operational turno
of the first Wideband Global SATCOM vehicle, WGE from its
Boeing contractors. The satellite launched aboard an Atlas V bor
on 10 October 2007. Contractors positioned the velmats proper
orbit and conducted tests and evaluations prior to handing the
vehicle over to 3 SOPS crews.

Colonel Cary C. Chun assumed command of the 50th Space Wi
from Colonel Teresa A.H. Djuric. Colonel Djuric, selected for
promotion tobrigadier general, moved to Maxwell AFB Alabama
as commander of the Jeanne M. Holm Center for Officer
Accessions and Citizen Development.

Air Force Space Command ordered the redesignation of the 50tt
Mission Support Squadron, naming it @h Force Support
Squadron. This redesignation implemented an Parce

mandated mission support and services functional merger.

Crews of the 1st Space Operations Squadron initiated the
disposal of the Midcourse Space Experiment satellite.

The 3d Space Operations Squadron assumed mission planning
AFSCN scheduling responsibilities for the British SKYNET 4
constellation. SKYNET was the
Defense Satellite Communication System (DSCS)viding the
British government with military and diplomatic communications.

The 4th Space Operations Squadron opened its new Protected
Satellite Operations Center. The ribbautting ceremony included
the unveiling of amemorialtdAmer i cads combat
PSOC door. Squadron personnel, place a hand on the memorial
they pass to remember those combat forces Milstar directly
supports.

The 23d Space Operations Squadron at New Boston AFS, New
Hampshirereei ved t he stateds 2008
Award for their efforts to cl
ordnance. A subcontractor working remediation efforts at the sta
submitted the base for the award.

21st Space Operatio@gjuadron crews supported shuttle
Discovery on mission SF$19.
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March 24, 2009

April 3, 2009

July 31, 2009

August 20, 2009

October 27, 2009

December 5, 2009

December 8, 2009

June 12, 2010

July 28, 2010

July 29, 2010

October 1, 2010

Global Positioning System (GPS) HED, equipped with the new
L5 civil signal for safety of life, launched from Cape Canaveral
AFS, Florida.

Launchof Wideband Global SATCOM (WGS) Flight 2 (WG3).
The 3 SOPS would receive satellite control from Space and Miss
Systems Center in August 2009.

Contractors completed construction of the 45,000 square foot
Building 24, new home to thfepace Innovation and Development
Center. Cost of the facility was $20.3 million.

Colonel Wayne R. Monteith assumed command of the 50th
Space Wing from Brigadier General Cary C. Chun.

Date marked the beneficial occupancy of the Ellison Onizuka
Satellite Operations Facility at Vandenberg AFB. The new facility
would become the home of the 21 SOP#id-2010

Launch of WGS3. Satellite control of WGS would not be
turned over to the 3 SOPS before the end of the year.

Air Force Space Command awarded the 50th Space Wing the Ai
Force Outstanding Unit Award (AFOUA) for service from
1 October 2007 through 30
first AFOUA since 2003.

Sep

The 1st Space Operations Squadron assumed satellite control
authority for TacSa8.

A ceremony at Onizuka AF=marked the transfer of the
21 SOPS and its mission to Vandenberg AFB.

Air ForceSpace Command ordered the inactivation of Operating
Location A (OL- A) of the 21st Space Operations Squadron and
the activation of Detachment 4, 21st Space Operations Squadrot
as a result of the squadronoés
Base, California.

The 50th Network Operations Group implemented an
organizational realignment that assigned Air Force Satellite
Control Network tracking stations to the 21st and 23rd Space
Operations Squadron based on geographic location.
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December 2, 2010

January 31, 2011

February 23, 2011

May 14, 2011

June 15, 2011

August 5, 2011

August 12, 2011

August 19, 2011

September 15, 2011

September 16, 2011

September 22, 2011

The termination of SUN East and West was signaled by the
removal of the two Defense Information Systems Agency
terminals at Onizuka AFS.

1 SOPS assumed satellite control authority of IRON 5377 from tf
Missile Defense S Experimentation Center. During connectivit
and verification testing, which began about 10 January 2011, the
MDSEC and 1 SOPS shared joint satellite control authority.

14th Air Force (Air Forces Strategic) assumed satellite control
authority for the first SpaeBased Space Surveillance (SBSS)
satellite and immediately transferred that authority to the 50th Sp
Wing.

The 50th Space Wing received the General Robert T. Herres
Award for the most outstanding wing with aasp mission.

The 2d Space
i mpl ementati on of
configuration.

Operati ons Squ
t he AEnhan
Colonel James P. Ross assumed command of the 50th Space W
from Colonel Wayne R. Monteiti€olonel Ross previously served

as Vice Commander, 45th Space Wing at Patrick AFB, Florida.
Colonel Monteith moved to a new assignment at the Pentagon.

Crews of the 3d Space Operations Squadron terminated
operations of DCSC Flight B9 aft&B years of service.

The 2 SOPS accepted satellite control authority for the second G
lIF satellite, designated S\VBi3.

Onizuka Air Force Station officials formally transferred the
installation to the Air Force ReBlroperty Agency for transition to
the City of Sunnyvale for reuse.

The 1st Space Operations Squadron assumed satellite control
authority for the first operationally responsive space (ORS) satell

The 2 SOP3eceived the Chief of Staff Team Excellence
Award for fiscal year 2011 for their GPS operations.
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September 30, 2011

November 23, 2011

January 2012

January 3, 2012

February 15, 2012

March 12, 2012

July 9, 2012

October 2012

February 22,2013

Detachment 4, 21st Space Operations Squadron was inactivatec
The detachment was activatiedoversee Onizuka closure

activity following the relocation of the 21st Space Operations
Squadron to Vandenberg AFB.

The 23d Space Operations Squadron at New Boston Air Force
Station earned the AFSPC General Thomas D. V#rteronmental
Restoration Award for 2011.

Construction activity began to support the Integrated
Operations Environment (IOE).

General William L. Shelton, Commander, Air Force Space
Command, declared initial and fingherational capability for the
Operationally Responsive Spacé (ORS1) satellite.

The AFSPC commander also notified the Chief of Staff of the Air
Force of operational acceptance of GR8n this date

1st Space Operations Squadooews ceased operations with the

Tactical Satellite (TacSait)3 platform. The satellite had exceeded
mission expectancy by 20 months. On 1 May 2012, the vehiele d
orbited and burned up in Eart

The Space and Missile Systemanter (SMC) Military Satellite
Communications (MILSATCOM) director transferred satellite
control authority for the Advanced Extremely High Frequency
(AEHF) -1 spacecraft to the 14th Air Force (Air Forces Strategic)
for operational turnover to the 4th Sp&agerations Squadron. The
transfer culminated an #®onth process to position the satellite
foll owing anomalies in the fi
2010 launch.

Crews conducted the final operational support via the Colorado
Tracking Station (CTS), call sign PIKE. PIKE was
decommissioned as an active AFSCN asset as @aoisig
measure.

1st Space Operations Squadron engineers developed new
processes for Delta V maneuvers that would save an estimated
22 percent bfuel and extend mission life for specific systems.

The 50th Space Wing held a ribbontting ceremony to open the
Integrated Operations Environment satellite operations center.
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April 1, 2013

May 21, 2013

July 11, 2013

November 26, 2013

February 411, 2014

April 3, 2014

June 1€21, 2014

June 2014

July 28, 2014

March 31, 2015

April 1, 2015

April 21, 2015

Concurrent with the inactivation of the Space Innovation and
Development Center, Headquarters, Air Force Space Command
reassigned the 3d Space Experimentation Squadron to the 50th
Operations Group.

Captain Colin Merrin, 2 SOPSPS Mission Commander, was
forced to end his attempt to summit Mount Everest only 2,000 fe
short of his target. Captain Merrin was climbing as a member of
USAF 7 Summits Team, which sought to plant the U.S. and Air
Force flags on the highest peakstba seven continents.

Colonel William J. Liquori, Jr. assumed command of the 50th
Space Wing from Colonel James P. Ross.

Global Positioning System satellite S\@8 achieved 23 years on
orbit.

3d Spacéperations Squadron crews patrticipated in events leadi
to combatant command acceptance of the Wideband Global
SATCOM Flight 6 (WGS6).

The Air Force launched Defense Meteorological Satellite Progral
Flight 19 from Vandenberg AFE;alifornia.

3d Space Operations Squadaaws positioned Defense Satellite
Communications System Flight B in supessynchronous orbit
preparatory to final disposal of the vehicle.

3d Space Operations Squadwaws receivethe Ricard C. Henry
Award for the Best Space Operations Squadron for calendar yee
2013.

Air Force Space Command launched two Geosynchronous Sp
Situational Awareness Program (GSSAP) satellites.

The 50hSpace Communi cati ons
Network global operator function closed.

Squ

Air Force Space Command transferred some communicatic
functions from the 614th Air and Space Communicatior
Squadron to the 4th Space Operations Squadron.

Admiral Cecil D. Haney, Commander, United States Strateg
Command, presented th&0th Space Wing with the Omaha
Trophy for Global Operations for calendar year 2014. The wir
also received the General Robert T. Herres Award as the m
outstanding wing with a space mission.
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May 29, 2015

SeptembeR9, 2015

October 1, 2015

Fall 2015

February 5, 2016

June 29, 2017

July 1229, 2016

August 19, 2016

October 1, 2016

October 17, 2016

December 72016

February 27, 2017

March 19, 2017

Colonel Deanna M. Burt assumed command of the 50th Sps¢
Wing from Colonel William J. Liquiri, Jr.

The 1st Space Operations Squadron accepted satellite con
authority for the first two GSSAP satellite following declaration o
initial operational capability.

Under the Space Training Transformation initiative, the 50t
Space Wing formally assumed from Air Education and Trainin
Command responsibility for mission qualification training for the
wingds space systems.

The 50th Space Wing i mpl emen
Space Mission Forceconstruct, reorganizing satellite crew
structure and operations to
contested environment.

The Air Forcesuccessfully launched the twelfth and last Globe
Positioning System (GPS) IIF satellite into orbit atop an Atlas
rocket from Cape Canaveral, Florida.

Air Force Space Command released a White Paper on the r
Space Mission Force Concept.

The 50th Space Wing participated in Red FlagBl@ith Colonel
Deanna Burt, 50 SW Commander as the Air Expeditionary Wir
Commander. This was the fister Red Flag led by a space
domain officer.

Air Force SpaceCommand launched Geosynchronous Spac
Situational Awareness Program (GSSAP) Space Vehicle Numt
(SVN) 3 and 4 into near geosynchronous orbit for operation by t
50 SW.

The 50 SW entered the first Space Mission Force operatiol
rotationof forces.

Headquarters, AFSPC approved the award of Global War
Terrorism Service Streamers to the 50 SW and its subordin
units for Operations IRAQI FREEDOM, NEW DAWN,
INHERENT RESOLVE, NOBLE EAGLE and ENDURING

The Air Force launched Wideband Global Satellite Space Vehic
Number 8, soon after 3d Space Operations Squadron began lat
and early orbit operations for 50 SW operation.

Lockheed Martin, the Air Force contractor successfulippleted
factory functional qualification testing first GPS Il satellite, anc
the system was placed into ge&inch storage. This was a part of
the future for GPS as operated by the 50 SW.

The Air Force launched Wideband Global SatelBfgace Vehicle
Number 9, soon aftet 3d Space Operations Squadron began lat
and early orbit operations for 50 SW operation.



April 14, 2017

April 17, 2017

April 17-21, 2017

May 7, 2017

June 13, 2017

June 30, 2017

July 11, 2017

July 12, 2017

August 26, 2017

September 7, 2017

September 22, 2017

November 15, 2017

December 13, 2017

Januang, 2018

The 50th Space Communication Squadron began the fi
broadcast of the Global Broadcast Service information catyabil
from Al Udeid, Air Base.

HQ AFSPC announced the 50 SW received the Air For¢
Outstanding Unit Award for the period of 1 January 2015
31 December 2016.

The 50 SW participated in the
Space Flag 11.

Operational Test Vehicle Mission 4 ended, when tha7B landedat
Kennedy Space Centerds Sh ut-day e
mission (longest to date) in space, which was support by the 3d Sp
Experimentation Squadron

The 3d Space Operations Squadron inactivated and the 4th Sg
Operations Squadron assumed operational responsibility for all /
Force Communications Satellites.

Colonel Jennifer L. Grant assumed command of thl SpaceWing
from Colonel Deanna M. Burt.

The 50th Space Communications Squadron terminated the use of Ul
High Frequency Follow satellites for transmission of the Glob:
Broadcast Service.

Headquarter, Air Force Space Commatepted the upgraded Hawaii
Tracking Station B, this was the first of the upgraded hybrid modifie
antenna for the Air Force Satellite Control Network, extending the life «
the tracking stationds antenna

The Air Forcelaunched Operationally Responsive Space Five frol
CapeCanaveral. The 1st Space Operations Squadron supported
launched and would eventually control this satellite.

The 45th Space Wing launched the8XB on Orbital Test Vehicle
Mission 5, the 3d Space Experimentation Squadron then flew 1
X-37B on its mission profile

Colonel Jennifer L. Grant the Wing Commander explained tt
Wingdbs new Mission Statement,
Base personnel in aill-call meeting.

The 3d Space Experimentation Squadron executed the final f
burn off aboard the ANGELS satellite and turned off all th
satellites systems after a number of end of life experiment.

The 50th Space@mmuni cati ons Squadrc
electronic mail system to Cloud Hosted Enterprise Services.

The National Space Defense Center at Schriever AFB, Colo
transitioned its operations to 24 hours, seven ,daygeek to protect
and defend critical national space assets.
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February 2018

March 16, 2018

April 14, 2018

June 1, 2018

October 17, 2018

Decembef3,2018

February24i March5,
2019

February28, 2019

March 1314, 2019

March 15, 2019

April 6, 2019

May 3, 2019

June 26, 2019
July 29, 2019

August 8, 2019

The 50 SW executed a Continuity of Operations Exercise to relc
operations and command functions to alternate locations in the \
The exercise tested transferring missions and evaluating mi:
impact. According to Colonel Grant, 50 SW Commanttez,event
had fizero mission i mpacto as
operations circuits, six operating locations and 18 installa
stakeholders.

The 1st Space Operations Squadron accepted satellite
authority of the Opeational Responsive Spaéesatellite.

The Air Force Research Laboratory launched the Evolved Expel
Launch  Vehicle Secondary Payload Adapter Augme
Geosynchronous Laboratory Experiment or EAGLEboard the Ai
Force SpaceCommandll mission from Cape Canaveral A

The 50th Force Support Squadron opened the Schriever AFB
Center, the repurposed Schriever AFB Visitor Center, which ¢
location for ceremonies and special Wing activities.

The Air Forceods Adv anc ed saklbt
| aunched from the Kennedy Spi
a United Launch Alliance Atlag rocket.

The first Global Positioning System Il satellite successfully laur
into orbit from Space Launch Complex 40 at C&amaveral Ai
Force Station, Florida atop a Space X Fal@daunch vehicle.

Headquarters, Air ForceSpace Command conducted a |
Effectiveness Inspection of the 50 SW. The 50 SW receivt
overall AEf fectived rating f

araac

Kaena Point Tracking Station, Hawaii celebratsd®0th Anniversar
of satellite operations.

Schriever AFB closed for a two day period as a bombogene
bomb cyclone struck eastern Colorado closing all highways and
to the base.

The Air Force launched Wideband Global Systeatellite Number 1
from Space Launch Complex 37 at Cape Canaveral AFS, Florid:

The 2d Space Operations Squadron supported the actions for tl
Week Rollover, as the GPS calendar restarted.

4 SOPSaccepted satellite control authority from the Space
Missile Systems Center and 14th Air Force for the Adva
Extremely High Frequene® satellite.

Colonel James E. Smith assumed command of the 50 SW.

The 2d SpaceOperations Squadron began on orbit operatior
GPSIIIA Space Vehicle Number 01

The Air Force launched Advanced Extreme High Frequency se
Number 5 atop an Atlas rocket from Cape Canaveral AFS, Floric
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August 1216, 2019

August 22, 2019

August 29, 2019
SeptembeR5, 2019

October 1, 2019

October 18, 2019

October 21, 2019

October 22, 2019
October 27, 2019

December 20, 2019

The 50 SW participated in Exercise SPACE FLAG319vhich was
the first Coalition SPACE FLAG involvingnilitary leaders from tr
United States, Australia, Canada and Great Britain

A GPS Il Magellan (SVN2) satellite lifted off into orbifrom Capi
Canaveral AFS, Florida.

United States Space Command aatd in White House ceremony.

The 4th Space Operations Squadron gained Satellite Control Au
of the Enhanced Polar System communicatgatsllites.

Combined Force Space Component Command (CFSCC) activi
Vandenberg AFB, California. The CFSCC planned and exe
space operations through four distinct operations center to plar
monitor and asses space operatiomssupport of the theater a
USSPACECOM. The CFSCC directed many of the space te
impacting 50 SW operations.

The Cyber Defense Correlation Cell for Space (CE®)Gctivated
Schriever AFB, Colorado. The CDE® detected and responder
cyber threats against Air Force Space Command weapon syster

USSPACECOM activated the Joint Task Fe8mece Defense (JTH
SD) at Schriever AFB, Colorado. The missigrto execute prote
and defend mission for space superiority operations of US and
space assets. The JBP operatse at the National Space Defel
Center (NSDC) at Schriever AFB.

Detachment 1, 50 OG gained SCA of the G&lE3Sveather satellite.

The X-37B landed at Kennedy Space Shuttle Landing Facility, Fl
after a record breaking 780 day mission in orbit.

President Donald J. Trump signed the National Defense Authori
Act for Fiscal Year 2020. Under that act, the Department of De
established the United States Space Force (USSF) as a ¢
military branch. Air Force Space Command ceased spze&tion
and inactivated, and the USSF assumed operational control
space units previously commanded by AFSPC. Thowmk unde
USSFE 50 SW mission continued, operating the largest fleet of
satellites and supporting warfighters around the waitth precisiot
navigation and timing, space situational awareness and secure :
communications.
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THE BEGINNING: THE 50TH PURSUIT GROUP

As part of the préVorld War Il force expansion, the
United States Army Air Corps (USAAC) established t
50th Pursuit Group (later 50th Operations Group)
November 20, 1940 and activated the new unit
January 15, 1941. The group was first stationed
Selfridge Field, Michigan, where pilots of the 10th, 11
and 12th Pursuit Squadrons received flightning in R
35s, P36s, and R89s until moving to Key Field,
Mississippi on October 3, 1941.

50th Pursuit Group Emblem

While in Mississippi, the group formed part of tf
Fighter Command School, based in Orlando, Floric
Crews trained new aviatomnd tested new equipmer
and fighter tactics. The
training in night fighter tactics using the-M® and
supplied cadre to newly forming night fighterits.

/S

S_c_)on after the Japanese attack on Pearl Har M45TER OF THE SKY
Hawaii, on December 7, 1941, the 11th and 12th Pur
Squadrons left the 50th Pursuit Group. The 11th mo..u
with its R 36s on December 19, 1941 to Alaska, while in February 1942 the 12th an89ts P
movedto CassidyField, Christmadsland,a British-controlledislandin the IndianOcean about 310
miles south of Jakartidonesia.

al ¢

The Army Air Corps assigned the 81st and the 313th Pursuit Squadrons to replace the 11th and

12th in January and Febryat942. In May 1942, the Army Air Corps renamed the organization

the 50th Fighter Group, with the squadrons concurrently renamed fighter squadrons. Newly

equipped and renamed, the 50th moved to Orlando Army Air Field (AAF) in October 1942,
forming part ofthe Army Air Forces School of Applied Tactics. On February 24, 1943, the 445th
Fighter Squadron (Special) joined the group. Flying from Orlando and other Florida airfields, the

group continued its trainingrission using R7s, P51s, and lesser known aiaft including the
Kellett XO-60 (later YG60) autogiro.

All flying squadronsn the 50th alsotestedproceduresandequipmentseekingbetter ways to

manage the huge efforts required to supply troops and maintain aircraft fighting overseas. Hinting

at theconditions under which the group would fly when it entered combat in 1944, crews often

flew from airfields with little or nanfrastructure.

While the group remainedheadquartereét Orlando, eachof its squadronsoperated from
differentairfieldsin Floridaduring1943. The 445thflew from Orlando,the 10thfrom Zephyrhills,

the 81st from Cross City AAF, and the 313th from Keystone. Each of these detached squadrons

returned to Orlando in January 1944. Witd P and F51s, the group continued to traand teach
at Orlando while preparing to ship out to England, departing in M&44.

On April 5, 1944, the group arrived at Advanced Landing Ground (ALG) #551 at Lymington,

England, with P47s, the 10th reluctantly leaving theif5Bs in the United State Thegr oup 6 s

pilots begantraining to familiarize themwith the local landscapend existing tactics and began
combatoperationson May 1, 1944. In additiorto fighterii s we e p s 0-boahindg miskions,e
the group began flying fighter escort for bombers  destroying
enemydefensesn Normandy. Crewscontinuedthesebombing and escornissionsuntil the end of

1



May 1944, when the group changed its focus to preparations to supporthg iDvasiorof the
continent.

US Army Air Corps Kellett YO -60 Autogiro with Plexiglas canopy for
observation trials, 194243. (USAF Museum Photo)
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When the invasion began on June 6, 1944, the
missions over the Normandy Beaches, targeting enemy troops and equipment and preventing the
Luftwaffe from attackingAllied troops. After hardfighting on the groundandhardwork by Army Air
Forcescombat engineershe groupmovedto theairfield A-10 at CarentanfFranceon June24-25,1944,
the first of many continental European bases the 50th wouldoraé.

-|50th Fighter Group route through Europe, WW Il |,
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Theg r o unpxbhemewas just a few miles away at anotherrecentlyrepairedairfield, Meautis,
France, which the 50th occupied Angust 16. From Meautis (A7) the group moved to Orly (A7)
just south of Paris. The 313th occupied Orly on August 30, 1944 with the rest of the group arriving by
September 4. While Carentan and Meautis were in the lower Normandy region of Francejdhe ra
advance of Allied forces supported by Nidtl Forceunitssuchasthe50th,allowedthe groupto make
themorethan230-mile jump.

ENGINEER COMMAND (PROV)
USSTAF

U.S. AIRFIELDS
IN WESTERN EUROPE

The group remained at Orly only 10 days, moving to Laon/Couvrei0jAon Septembetl5.
Continuingto follow groundforcesforward, the 50th movedto Lyon-Bron (Y-6) on September 239
1944. Their stay at Lyon was brief as the groupiendquadrons moved to Te@chey (A96) on
November 3. From this airfield, the 50th continued to fly missions supporting the grifensive into
Germany. As the war neared its end, the 50th moved into Germany arriving at Giel{&l<8ajy on
April 20, 1945. Thgroup made one more move in Germany, arriving at Mannheim on May 21, 1945,
after the surrender of Germany.



FromGermanythe 50th FighterGroupreturnedo the United Stateson August6-7, 1945arrivingat
La JuntaArmy Airfield, Coloradofor demobilization. HeadquartersArmy Air Forces inativated the
group on November, 1945. Duringoneyearof combatoperations, the 50thighter Group had earned
six campaign streamers and two distinguished unit awards. Pilots had scored 52.5 confirmed aerial
victories and Captain Robert D. Johnston had |
victories in the Europearheater.

50TH FIGHTER WING ACTIVATION

Followingtheendof World War I, thefocusof Americanforeignpolicyin Europeand Asia changed
from stopping the threat of fascism to countering the threat of a growing communist influence. As this
Cold War heated up, th&nited States increased military spending and formed additional units. The Air
Force established new wings bearing the numerical designations of distinguished World War Il groups.
On May 16, 1949, the Air Staff established the 50th Fighter Wing, makengitable for activation.
The wing activatedn the United StatesAir ForceReserven Junel, 1949, at Otis Air ForceBase,
Massachusetts. The 50th Fighter Wing consisted mainly of the World War Il era 50th Bgier
which alsoactivatedon Junel. Assignedo TacticalAir C o mm a fricstoAs Force,thewing servedas
thereservecorollary(or sisterunit) of the33dFighterWing, to which it wasttached.

Originally equippedwith the F-51 Mustangthathad madeits operationaldebutasthe R51 during
Worl d War |1, the wingbs operational focus <cen
This activity |likely included participating in
exercises. Redesignated as the 50th ErglhtiterceptoiWing on March 1, 1950,the 50th FighterWing
wasreassignedo the Eastern Air Defense Foram September 1, 1950, althouigihemainedattached to
the 33dFighterl nt er cept or Wi ng. During this tnthamditi on
Texan, F33 Shooting Star, B4 Thunderjet, and the&6 Sabr e. The 50th Fight
and training activity continued until the organization was ordered to active duty on June 1, 1951. On
June 2, 1951, the wing and its subordinatiésuinactivated.

The North Korean invasion of South Korea on June 25, 1950, which was supported by the Chinese
and Soviet regimes, added uncertainty and perils to American interests and security in Northeast Asia
and the Pacific Rim. While the United Sia¢ 6 i n v o thatcenfiiet provedinsufficient causeto
orderthe 50th FighterInterceptorWing to duty in Korea, it added to already heightened fears of the
worldwide spread of communism. Plalesncreasdorcesin Europeduringthis periodresultedin part
from desireso show the Soviet Union and China that, despite the Korean situation, the United States
and its European allies were committed to stemming the advance of communism, especially in Europe.
The United St at elgedtives aoughtp as gart ok thic aommitmegnt, to counter the
potential threats posed by the Soviet airfield construction program continuing in Eastepe.

Negotiations with France to obtain bases in their zone of ocoupitiGermany began in 1951.
In March of that year, the CommandarChief of the European Command and the French Forces of
Occupation in Germany reached a preliminary agreement on the stationing of troops and the exchange
of facilities in the French and American zones of occupationM@rch 21,1951, the French obtained
1,280acres of land near the two small towns of Hahn and Lautzenhausen. France began construction of
an air base in April 1951, including an 8,6fé@t by 156feet runway, taxi ways, 75 dispersal hard
stands, hangar aradert aprons, and a variety of other facilities. The Fre&ochpletedheirconstruction
programat Hahnin late 1952. By thistime, American and-renchcommandersadsignedanagreement
thatprovidedfor thetransferof Hahn and other installations the French zone to the control of United
States Air Forces in Europe.



By late 1952, the first of many American construction programs began at the Hahn base, expanding
on the facilities built by the French. The first American construction projects inctudedtrol tower, a
fire station, warehouses, a motor pool, roads, rhalls, and eleven 2i®an dormitories for enlisted
personnel. Also included were the bachelor officer quarters, squadron operations buildings, and
headquarters offices. The United $s&tompleted most of this construction by May 1953. By that time,
officials hadannouncedhat Hahn would receiveand supportthe 50th FighterBomberWing and its
F-86Faircraft.

50TH FIGHTER -BOMBER WING ACTIVATED

Meanwhile, the Air Staff redesignated tb@th Fighterinterceptor Wing as the 50tRighter
Bomber Wing on November 15, 1952, and placed it in active status, relieving it freontha of the Air
Force Reserve. The Air Staff assigned the wing to the Tactical Air Command for activation, which
occurred on January 1, 1953. Concurrently, the 50th Fighterceptor Groupactivated as the 50th
FightetrBomber Group and becamelehente wi ngds pri mary ¢

The group consisted of twc
of its original World War 1
squadrond the 10th and 81sl
Fighter ~ Squadrons.  Originally
assigned to Clovis (later Cannor
Air Force Base, New Mexico for
training, the wing resumed fligh

operations in the $1 Mustang. - |
Before long, the wing begar b Dar,
replacing its propeller driven p :L . T

Mustangs with the jepowered, F
86FSabre. As theonversionto the
F-86F continuedin the spring and
early summer of 1953, crews
and maintenance  personel =

continued their training in the Sabr ) ) : , , '
Once training levels for pilots anj 50th Flghter-Bo_mber Wing F-86Fs on the flight lineat Clovis
air crews had reached operation AFB, New Mexico(USAF Photo)

levels, the 50th began preparations 50th Fighter-Bomber Wing Emblem

for its move to Germany.

Sailing from Galveston,Texas,to BremerhavenGerman'
aboardthe USNS GeneralM. B. Stewart the 50th FighteBombe
Wing began its first Atlantic crossing; it was the third such trij
the 50th FighteBomber Group. From Bremerhaven, the 50th m
by rail to its new homeat HahnAir Base,Germany,completingthe
journeyon August10, 1953, and reported to its new headqua
Twelfth Air Force. Meanwhile, aircrews piloted their aircraft to
northeastern United States and then across the North Atlantic
to Germany in a movement named FOX ABLE 27. At Hahn
wing campleted itdighter squadrorcomplementyhich consistedf
thelOthand81stFighterSquadrons, with the assignment of the 4
Fighter Squadron. Although the 417th was not one of the 50th
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Fighter Gr o u p 6War Ib unitsgthensgladrobad Ibelen stationed wthité group at
GiebelstadtGermanyduringthefinal daysof thewar. Soonthereafter, the 50thighterBomber Wing
became the first tacticallyper at i on al USAF wi jumsdigtion. Twel ft h Air

The movement of the 50th FightBomber Wing and its 86F aircraft to the European mainland
was one of several events that revealed and responded to a worsening of ABevietrelations since
the end of World War Il. The former allies felt a deep mutual distrust and uneasiness that came to
characterize the Cold Wabetweenthe So v i Warsaw Pact and the North Atlanti¢reaty
Organiation (NATO) and
other westerralliances. This
worsening of relationsesulted
from a series of incidents
occurring after the end of o =¥ :
World War I, including the “&i=
Berlin Crisis and events in thaisEe =8
Pacific and Northeast Asia a8
communist states sought
spread their sphere
influence globally, threateng
United States interests. Th&
buildup of United States forcef ==
in Europe §ought to countq g Fighter-Bomber Squadron F86Fs at Hahn AB, Germany
any  Soviet expansionist (USAF Photo)
interests in the region by
strengthenindNATO, therebydemonstrating western resolve to disallow any expansionist political or
military activities. The Cold War and its related arms race would last nearlgidoades

Arriving at Hahn Air Base under the command of Colonel Wallace S. Ford, the wing datayed
unpackingof all but missioncritical cargoandput off otherroutineactivitiesto participate immediately
in exercise MONTE CARLO. The purpose of this staged combat employment drill was to illustrate the
power and capability of the European alliesdo ai
crews flew 124 simulad aggressor combat sorties, including 52 sorties in onlyéouws.

In line with a steppedp training program, which United States Air Forces Europe (USAFE)
initiated in 1954, the 50th Fight&fo mber Wi ngdés air crews sprangeg sSi X
in Tripoli, Libya, to improve their aito-air combat and ground attadkills. Demonstratingtheir
prowessn bothfacetsof their mission,the F-86Fcrews of the 50th flew 3,062 effective sorties in those
six weeks and scored higher in both &irair and aifto-ground events than any other unit assigned to
the Twelfth Air Force. By 1955, United States Air Forces Europe had initiated an annual, cemmand
wide aerial gunnergompetitionat the WheelusField ranges. During the first suchevent,on July 30,
1955, the Astraight shootingo pilots of the 50t
year, taking top honors in titemmand.

While the victory at the gunnery competition was still fresh, the wing began modernizing its aircraft
fleet. On October 21, 1 986HbSabrds hrevedfat Halsnt Theoconversioe w
continued throughout the winter of 1955 and spring of 1956, ending in May. While preparing for and
then converting to the -B6H, the wing expanded its mies responsibility, accepting the role of
supporting Twelfth Air Forcebs 7382d Guided Mi.
69th Tactical Missile Squadron at Hahn, which operated théTM i Mat ador 0 mi ssi | e.



REASSIGNMENT TO FRANCE

New airgaft would not be the only change for the
personnel of the 50th, however. With the conversion to the
newer F86H nearly complete on April 15, 1956, the wing
began a move to Todrosiére Air Base, France. The 417th
FighterBomber Squadron, under the commanid.t. Col.

Charl es AChucko Yeager, of t he
squadrons to relocate. This movement took most of u A,

summer of that year. The wing reported itself intact, fully (787” %"b

operational, and mission ready at T®dsiére on August ER ‘g\‘a 1,
1956. The relocaton al so meant t he enaoF t he wingos
association with the Matador missile. The move to France did

not degrade the wingbés readiness, as the -Unite

Bomber Wing to represent the command at the Air Force éiglieapons Meet at Nellis AFB, Nevada.

With the movement to France and conversion to #86H complete, wing personnedturnedto
moreroutineduties, training, and participating in various air defense exercises. This sense of normality,
however, wasrief. On December 8, 1957, the 50th Fight®omber Group was inactivated. United
States Air Forces i n Eur op e squadrand the IPth,e8dst,ahch e g
417thFighterSquadrons directly to theing.

«<H2n

The 1956 UNITED STATES AIR FORCES EUROPE (50th FighterBomber Wing)
representatives to the Air Force Fighter Weapons Meet at Nellis AFB, NV includeq
(L to R) Capt Coleman L. Baker, Lt C
Ascani, Maj James A Gasser, and Capt Robert H. Pasqualicchio (USAF Photo)

Similarly, the 50th Maintenance and Supply Group inactivated, and its squadrons were reassigned to the
wing. These new organizational changesulted from an Air Force reorganization plan that eliminated
remaining operational combat and maintenance grmugtaindardizeving structures.Deputycommanders
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for operationsimaintenance, and resources eventually replaced the groups and assumagérial control
of squadronsFollowingthisreorganizationgnly the50thCombatSupportGroupremained intact. The latter
expanded its responsibilities to include transportation, comptroller, and procurdometions.

Soon thereafter, United States Air Forces Europe also announced that the 50th Fighter
Bomber Wing would receive the new1B0D Super
Sabre. This advanced, supersoraarcraft would | 50th Tactical Fghter Wing
significantlyimprovethew i n gotnkatcapabilityand | emblem, circa 19571991
enhance European air defenses. The 50th converteuto
the new aircraft during 1957 and 1958, amdJuly 8, 1958wasredesignatedsthe 50th Tactical
FighterWingd anameit would carry for more than 3aars.

RETURN TO HAHN AIR BASE, GERMANY

Within oneyearof rearmingwith the newjets,the wing wasonceagainonthe move. OnSeptembel,
1959 the50thTacticalFighterwing, its supportunits,andthe 10thand 81sf acticalFighterSquadronbegan
their returnto HahnAir Base,FederalRepublicof Germany. The 417th also moved from France. Rather
than accompanying the wing Hfahn, however, thetl7th relocated to Ramstein Air Base. Delayed
somewhaby runwayresurfacing at Hahn Air Base, the 50th TactahterWing reportedits movement
complete on December 10959. The detachment of the 417th to Ramstein Air Base, part of United States
Air For ces -basingcorgapbés dual

When the 50th arrived at Hahn AB
the496th Tactical Fighter Squadron ws
already in place. This squadron, assig
to the 86th Fightemterceptor Wing at
Ramstein Air Base, was attached to t
50th Tactical Fighter Wing. By
December 18, 1959, the 496th Tiaal
Fighter Squadron began taping its F
86D aircraft with F102 Delta Daggers.
The theory behindduatbasing was to
increase the survivability of various
aircraft types by dispersing themto
alternatelocations. Hence,a successful =
strike at Hahnwould not eradicateall of
the 50th Tacti €@k . —— e
Similarly, a strike at Ramstein would ng
automatically threaten all of the 86t
Tactical Fi g 102

For the next several year s, t h eentrat@dtotrainingg ct i c a
preparednessnd becomingthe bestfighter unit in United StatesAir Forces EuropeDuring the
CubanMissile Crisisin Octoberand Novemberl1962,the wing hosted the 435th Tactical Fighter
Squadron from Moron Air Base, Spain. TA85th had deployed to Hahn Air Base as part of a
massive military buildup in West Germany triggered by the crisis iG#nbbean.

TheWi n g 6 s-100@as it prdpared to depart for duties
elsewhere in the USAF (USAF Photo)

Following resolution of the Cuban Missile Crisis, the 50th Tactical Fighter Wing resumed
normal operations, comdting air crew proficiency training and participating in variexsrcises
andcompetitions pftentimeswith otherNATO allies. Then,on October 8,1966,thew i n thee
tacticalsquadronsthe 10th,81st,and417th,beganconverting to the D Phantonll fighters built
by McDonneltDouglas. When the last Super Sabre HKdihn,the air crewsof the 50th Tactical
FighterWing hadlogged143,147light hours in thé=-100.
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Throughout the conversior
to the F4D, the 417th Tactical
Fighter ~Squadron remaine
assignedto the 50th Tactical
FighterWing but detachedo the
86th Air Division [previously
the 86th Fighteinterceptor
Wing] located atRamstein Air
Base. The 496th Fighter
InterceptorSquadronywhichwas
stationedwith and attachedto
the 50th at Hahn Air Base but
assigned to the 86th Ai
Division, did not convert to thq
neW_ F4D aircraft. An earlier The fire-power the F4E carried was over sevettimes that carried by
versionof the Phantomil, theF- | either the P-47 or F-86 (USAF Photo)
4C, servedas a primary ground
attackplatform during the Vietnam War. Without the benefit of a mounted cannon, however, the
P hant o-o&iscapabiliies were somewhat limited. Units involved in combat in Southeast
Asia, specifically the 366th Fighter Wjn eventually modified the aircraft to carry an external
cannon, improving dramatically its dw-air combat effectiveness. Production models of t#DF
did not, however, include thisodification.

For the nexttwo years,the wing continued normabperations. Aircrew training, local and multi
national exercises, competitions, and headquarters evaluationsctehized daily operations.
OnJuly 1, 1968, however, tHe0th wing underwent another organizatiordlange. On that day,

the 417h TacticalFighter Squadron was ordered to Mountain Home Air Force Base, Idaho, and
subsequently reassi gneds 6fthoTacticad dReconmaskanceiingr Com
Thisreassignmenandnovementresultedfrom the implementation of Project CRESTED CAP,

which provded for the serapermanent redeployment of United Sta#@sForces Europe units to
thecontinental United States. To replace the 417th, United States Air Forces Europe reassigned the
496th Fighter Interceptor Squadron from 86th Air Division to the 5Q0tctical Fighter Wing on
November 1, 1968. The 496th initially brought to the wing the firepower of th@2F However,

within two years, Headquarters, United States Air Force Europe redesignad@dbtinesa tactical

fighter squadron. The squadronconvertedto the F-4E,anupdat ed ver si o4D of t
Phantoms, retiring its-E02 DelteDaggers.

United StatesAir ForcesEurope then selectedthe 81st Tactical Fighter Squadronas the

commanddés first AWi Il d Weasel o0 unit. As such, t
ground and air attack roles to location and elimination of threats posed by enemy radar tracking and
surfaceto-ai r mi ssi | e syst e mdonofthd ME @Wilatedthe We)acaukell 0 Vv e

be used as a radar jamming platform or as a search and destroy vehicle. On June 12, 1971,
subsequent to its selection, the 81st Tactical Fighter Squadron moved to Zweibrucken Air Base,
West Germany. Though it reimed assigned to the 50th Tactical Fighter Wing, the 81st was
detached from the wingbés operational control P2
activated on November 1, 1969. Following these changes, the wing again settled into a make nor
operational pace and returned its attentions to maintaining cosablatess.

As the Coldwar neared the end of its third decade, changes again faced the 50th. In July 1974,
United States Air Forces Europe implemented a reorganization plan that deghacehief of
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