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INTRODUCTION  
While the history of the 50th Space Wing begins with the establishment of the 50th Fighter 

Wing in May 1949, its honors predate its activation. Following the establishment of the Air Force 

as a separate military service in September 1947, Air Force leaders sought to improve 

organizational alignment and command structures. Wing organizations had existed during World 

War II, though their numbers were fewer and they were not the principle installation-level 

organization. The Air Forceôs first major reorganization following its independence increased the 

number of wings, making them the primary field- level establishment. The Air Force then assigned 

groups to the wings, squadrons to the groups, and the original ñWing-Group-Squadronò structure as 

an installation-level organizational standard came to fruition. 

This organizational development did present some concerns to commanders, however. 

Because most of the wings were new establishments, many had no combat honors or campaign 

streamers to display from their organizational flags. When a later reorganization resulted in the 

inactivation of many of the World War II groups, commanders sought an avenue by which their 

headquarters could claim those honors. The answer was to bestow temporarily the honors of the 

World War II groups on the similarly numbered wings to which these groups were now, or had been 

assigned. In this manner, the combat heritage of the group was not lost and establishments such as 

the 50th Fighter Wing were authorized to display the campaign streamers earned by similarly 

numbered predecessor groups.  These bestowed honors are reflected in Appendix 5. 

In the 70 years since its activation as the 50th Fighter Wing at Otis Air Force Base, 

Massachusetts, the 50th Space Wing has played an active role in the defense of the United States 

and the furtherance of its security and national foreign policy objectives. In a variety of duty 

locations around the globe, from Cape Cod, Massachusetts; Cannon Air Force Base, New Mexico; 

to Hahn Air Base Germany; to the deserts of the Middle East, and most recently to the high plains 

of central Colorado, the wing has taken a front seat in the use of high technology. Originally 

equipped with the propeller-driven F-51 Mustang, the 50th Fighter-Interceptor (previously Fighter) 

Wing converted to the F-84 in 1949 and briefly flew the F-86 Sabre before its 1951 inactivation. 

From that point on, the 50th continued to field some of the most advanced aircraft systems in the 

United States Air  Force (USAF). The wingôs activities included many operations that showed the 

flag throughout Europe and the Middle East. The flying wing reached its zenith with the sorties it 

flew against Iraqi forces during Operation DESERT STORM in 1991.  The selection of the 

50th Tactical Fighter Wing to assume responsibility for the newest technologiesð satellite 

systemsðwas the next logical step in the wingôs evolution. As a new millennium matured, the 50th 

Space Wing held the high ground in the Air  Forceôs role of keeping the peace and defending the 

nation. 

The wingôs transition to satellite and network operations would present opportunities over 

the next two decades to add to its list of awards, honors, and accomplishments. As the wing 

assumed authority for Falcon AFB--a small, operationally focused, installation about 10 miles east 

of Colorado Springsðfew could have foreseen the changes ahead. Falcon AFB, renamed in honor 

of General Bernard A. Schriever in June 1998, became in the next two decades a major installation 

with a variety of space-based tenant organizations and 242 family housing units. The wingôs space 

operations squadrons increased the number and variety of their operated satellite systems and 

ensured other satellite control centers access to the Air Force Satellite Control Networkôs resources 

located around the globe, delivering decisive combat effects. These effects, including the 

positioning, navigation, and timing effects provided by the Global Positioning System (GPS) and 

communications capabilities provided by the wingôs military satellite communications 

(MILSATCOM) and Global Broadcast Service (GBS) were present in virtually every military 

engagement and humanitarian effort in which U.S forces engaged. Wing personnel and units 
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garnered numerous awards and accolades, while the wing earned the prestigious Omaha Trophy for 

Global Operations three time in five years. 
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CHRONOLOG Y  

 

June 1, 1949 Headquarters, United States Air Force ordered the activation of the 

50th Fighter Wing and its subordinate 50th Fighter Group and 

tactical squadrons. These units were allocated to the Air Force 

Reserve and stationed at Otis Air Force Base, Massachusetts. 

March 1, 1950 The 50th Fighter Wing was redesignated as the 50th Fighter- 

Interceptor Wing. Concurrently, the 50th Fighter Group also was 

redesignated as a fighter-interceptor group. 

June 1, 1951 The 50th Fighter-Interceptor Wing and its subordinate units were 

ordered to active service. On June 2, 1951, the wing inactivated. 

January 1, 1953 The 50th Fighter-Bomber Wing (previously 50th Fighter- 

Interceptor Wing) was activated at Clovis Air Force Base, New 

Mexico. Originally equipped with the F-51 Mustang, the wing soon 

converted to the new F-86F Sabre. 

July 1953 The 50th Fighter Bomber Wing began moving to Europe. 

August 10, 1953 The 50th completed its movement to Hahn Air Base, 

Germany. 

April 15, 1956 The 50th Fighter-Bomber Wing and its subordinate units 

relocated to Toul-Rosieres, France. 

July 8, 1958 The 50th Fighter-Bomber Wing became the 50th Tactical 

Fighter Wing. 

September 1, 1959 The 50th Tactical Fighter Wing returned to Hahn Air Base. Due to 

runway repairs and resurfacing, the aircraft fleet would not 

complete their return until December 1959. 

March 2, 1962 The wing implemented United States Air Forces Europeôs 

dual-deputy organizational structure as a means of 

standardizing unit organization and relieving wing 

commanders of numerous administrative duties. 

April 1965 The wing won the overall competition at the United States Air 

Forces Europe Tactical Weapons Shoot-Off held at El Uotia 

Range, Libya. 
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July 1, 1968 The 417th Tactical Fighter Squadron (TFS) returned to the United 

States. The squadron took up residence at Mountain Home AFB, 

Idaho, and was assigned to the 67th Tactical Reconnaissance Wing. 

November 1, 1968 As part of a United States Air Forces Europe (USAFE) 

reorganization, the 496th Tactical Fighter Squadron was 

reassigned to the 50th Tactical Fighter Wing. 

July 12, 1971 The wingôs 81st Tactical Fighter Squadron moved to Zweibrucken 

Air Base, West Germany, to become United States Air Forces 

Europeôs first F-4E ñWild Weaselò squadron. 

ca. July 1975 The 10th Tactical Fighter Squadron added laser-guided 

bombs to its munitions inventory. 

1976-1977 The 50thôs tactical units converted from the F-4D to the 

improved F-4E with nose-mounted Vulcan cannon. 

November 15, 1976 The 313th Tactical Fighter Squadron joined the wing. 

November 11-19 

1977 

During exercise MIDLINK 77, wing F-4 crews became the first in 

the USAF to be refueled by a KC-747 of the Imperial Iranian Air 

Force. 
December 30, 1981 The wing received the first F-16A delivered to the 313th 

Tactical Fighter Squadron. 

June 21, 1982 The wingôs last F-4E Phantom II departed Hahn Air Base. 

ca. April 1983 Colonel Davey, 50th Tactical Fighter Wing commander, 

declared the wing operationally ready in the F-16. 

1983 50th Tactical Fighter Wing crews won the overall competition at 

GUNSMOKE. One pilot earned the competitionôs individual ñTop 

Gunò award. At yearôs end, a 50th Tactical Fighter Wing load crew 

earned first place among United States Air Forces Europe units at an 

Air Force weapons load competition. 

ca. February 1984 The 10th Tactical Fighter Squadron set a unit surge record, 

launching 80 sorties in ten hours. 

November 30, 1984 The 10th Tactical Fighter Squadron deployed to Incirlik Air Base, 

Turkey, where in less than ten hours the unit flew 116 graduated 

combat capability training sorties, exceeding its record set in 

February, and establishing a new record for United States Air 

Forces Europe. 
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ca. December 1985 The 496th Tactical Fighter Squadron, while deployed to Incirlik Air 

Base, Turkey, established a new United States Air Forces Europe 

sortie surge record, flying 144 sorties in less than 12 hours. 

April 15, 1986 United States Air Forces Europe announced that the 313th 

Tactical Fighter Squadron had earned the Commander-in- 

Chiefôs trophy as the commandôs most outstanding flying 

squadron for the second consecutive year. 

April 1987 The 50th Tactical Fighter Wing was named winner of the USAF 

Daedalian Award for 1986. 

May 1987 The wingôs maintenance community received notice of its 

selection for the Department of Defense Phoenix Award. 

October 21, 1988 United States Air Forces Europe activated the 50th Security Police 

Group to facilitate better command and control over law 

enforcement and security activities at Hahn, Morbach, and 

Wuesheim installations. 

December 29, 1990 Pilots, jets, and support personnel left Hahn for Zaragoza, Spain, en 

route to Al Dhafra, United Arab Emirates. The 10th Tactical Fighter 

Squadron joined the 17th and 33d Tactical Fighter Squadrons from 

Shaw AFB, South Carolina, which were already in place at Al 

Dhafra. Thus began the wingôs participation in Operations DESERT 

SHIELD and DESERT STORM. 

January 17, 1991 Crews of the 10th Tactical Fighter Squadron flew their first 

combat sorties of Operation DESERT STORM attacking 

Al  Taqaddum Airfield near Baghdad, Iraq. 

February 27, 1991 Captain Bill ñPsychoò Andrews became the wingôs first, and only, 

Operation DESERT STORM prisoner of war when his aircraft was 

shot down over Iraq by a surface-to-air missile. Iraq released 

Captain Andrews to the International Red Cross on March 5, 1991. 

ca. May 1991 Crews, jets, and support personnel returned to Hahn Air Base, 

Germany from Al Dhafra Air Base, United Arab Emirates. 

September 30, 1991 The 50th Tactical Fighter Wing was inactivated at Hahn Air Base, 

Germany. 
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January 30, 1992 The 50th Tactical Fighter Wing was activated as the 50th Space 

Wing at Falcon Air Force Base, Colorado. The 50th assumed the 

personnel, equipment, and functions of the 2d Space Wing, which 

was inactivated at Falcon on that date. Colonel Roger DeKok 

assumed command. 

April 30, 1992 The 4th Space Operations Squadron activated as a component of 

the 50th Operations Group. The squadron would later operate the 

Milstar satellite system. 

July 1, 1993 Headquarters, Air Force Space Command (AFSPC) ordered the 

reassignment of the 50th Space Wing to the newly activated 

Fourteenth Air Force. 

August 22, 1993 A ribbon-cutting ceremony marked the opening of the fire 

station at New Boston Air Force Station. 

September 27, 1993 A ceremony marked the formal Air Force Space Command 

acceptance of the Falcon AFB Consolidated Space Operations 

Center. 

December 13, 1993 On the 20th anniversary of the satelliteôs launch, the 5th Space 

Operations Squadron began end-of-life operations for Defense 

Satellite Communications System (DSCS) II satellite B4. 

February 7, 1994 The first Milstar satellite launched at 2147Z. 

March 22, 1994 Milstar Demonstration Flight Satellite (DFS) -1 arrived on 

station. Crews of the 4th Space Operations Squadron assumed 

mission control element responsibilities in April 1994. 

November 15, 1994 The 4th Space Operations Squadron assumed satellite control 

authority for the first Milstar satellite. 

June 5, 1998 Falcon Air Force Base was renamed Schriever Air Force Base in 

honor of General Bernard A. Schriever, the former commander of Air 

Force Systems Command and a pioneer in developing USAF missile 

and space systems. 

January 1, 2000 Operating Location B (OL-B) of the 3d Space Operations Squadron 

was inactivated at Wahiawa, Hawaii. The squadron turned over the 

facility, one of five Ultra-High Frequency Follow-On (UFO) 

satellite communications centers, to the 614th Space Operations 

Squadron, a Fourteenth Air Force unit based at Vandenberg Air 

Force Base, California. 
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February 4, 2000 Onizuka and New Boston Air Force Bases were redesignated as Air 

Force Stations. 

February 5, 2000 A crew at the New Boston Remote Tracking Station achieved a new 

record of error-free supports, logging 20,000 satellite supports with 

no errors. The crew, Bill Hickerson, Bob Curren, Paul McCay, Bill 

Cheshire, Vern Townsend, Jim Veach, Matt Curry, Gary Collins and 

Mike Williams, began working toward the record on 28 July 1997. 

February 10, 2000 3d Space Operations Squadron crewmembers performed the last 

support of Ultra High Frequency Follow-On satellite, Flight 

10. The US Navy assumed satellite control authority for the 

constellation the next day, ending a 2-year transfer of responsibility 

for the system from the 3d Space Operations Squadron at Schriever 

AFB to the Naval Satellite Operations Center at Point Mugu, 

California.  The inactivation of Operating Location C, 3d Space 

Operations Squadron on April 1, 2000 marked the end of the wingôs 

involvement with the Ultra-High Frequency satellite system. 

June 13, 2000 The 5th Space Operations Squadron was inactivated at Onizuka Air 

Force Station, California. Other 50th Space Wing squadrons 

assumed most 5th Space Operations Squadron missions and the 21st 

Space Operations Squadron assimilated most of the inactivated 

squadronôs people. 

August 28, 2000 El Paso County Sheriff John W. Anderson presented MSgt Ken 

Merritt of the wingôs Inspector General office with the Sheriffôs 

Office Lifesaving Medal. The award recognized MSgt Merritôs 

actions at the scene of a rollover accident on 8 June 2000. 

October 1, 2000 The wing assumed control of the Midcourse Space Experiment 

(MSX) satellite from the Ballistic Missile Defense Organization. 

October 11, 2000 Space Shuttle Discovery (STS-92), on a mission to deliver 

equipment and supplies to the International Space Station, suffered 

a Ku-band antenna failure. 21st Space Operations Squadron 

operators used the Air Force Satellite Control Network to receive 

data from the shuttle and relay it to the National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration mission controllers, conducting 201 support 

events for the mission. 
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May 2, 2001 Air Vice Marshal Mohammed Mahfoudh Al-Ardhi, Commander, 

Royal Air Force of Oman, visited the base for an orientation tour 

and to learn about satellite systems operated by the 50th Space 

Wing. 

October 1, 2002 Air Force Space Command ordered the activation of the 50th 

Logistics Group, redesignating it 50th Maintenance Group and 

reassigning the 50th Space Communications Squadron and 850th 

Space Communications Squadron (redesignated from 50th and 

850th Communications Squadrons) to the organization. 

Concurrently, the command inactivated the 50th Communications 

Group. The new group included a Program Management Office that 

held responsibility for a variety of functions, including contracting 

and logistics. 

October 1, 2002 Air Force Space Command ordered the redesignation of the 50th 

Support Group as 50th Mission Support Group. 

November 2002 Crews of the 3d Space Operations Squadron relocated Defense 

Satellite Communications System flight B14 to a new position in a 

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)-owned slot in 

preparation for Operation IRAQI FREEDOM. 

December 8-9, 2002 A major typhoon struck Guam and the Guam Tracking Station 

(Detachment 5, 22d Space Operations Squadron). The site sustained 

damage to radomes, facilities, vehicles, and loss of commercial 

power, though the unit reported no injuries to assigned personnel. 

December 31, 2002 Operating Location-AE, 22d Space Operations Squadron, 

Oakhangar, United Kingdom, reported a record setting 27,993 

satellite supports for the year. 

March 20, 2003 United States forces launched Operation IRAQI FREEDOM. In 

the first 20 days of combat, crews of the 50th Operations Group 

flew hundreds of satellite missions, completed thousands of 

satellite contacts, responded to satellite anomalies, and helped put 

additional satellites on orbit. 

March 21, 2003 The 2nd Space Operations Squadron opened the Global 

Positioning System Operations Center at Schriever AFB. 

April 8, 2003 The last Milstar satellite was launched into a 22,500-mile 

geosynchronous orbit. Once on orbit, Flight 6 completed the Milstar 

constellation. 
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June 1, 2003 Headquarters, Air Force Space Command ordered the activation of 

the 50th Communications Group to replace the 50th Maintenance 

Group, inactivated on this date. The 50th Communications Group 

absorbed the 50th and 850th Space Communications Squadrons. 

The command also ordered the activation and redesignation of the 

50th Supply Squadron as the 50th Logistics Readiness Flight and 

assigned it to the 50th Mission Support Group 

August 29, 2003 The last Defense Satellite Communications System satellite, B6, 

launched from Space Launch Complex 37 at Cape Canaveral Air 

Force Station, Florida, aboard a Boeing Delta IV launch vehicle. 

October 1, 2003 Headquarters, Air Force Space Command ordered the activation of 

the 50th Comptroller Squadron and renamed it the 50th Comptroller 

Flight. The command also activated components of the 21st Medical 

Group at Schriever, giving the installation full service dental and 

medical clinics. 

December 19, 2003 The crews of the Air Force Satellite Control Network (AFSCN) set 

a one-day contact record, logging 514 satellite supports. 

December 29, 2003 Air Force Space Command declared initial operational 

capability for Milstar. 

December 31, 2003 22d Space Operations Squadron crews set a monthly satellite contact 

record at 14,710 supports. Additional records set during the year 

included site contact records at Diego Garcia (REEF) with 15,858; 

Vandenberg (COOK) with 19,226; Guam (GUAM) with 20,586; and 

Telemetry and Commanding Station Oakhanger (LION) with 

27,966. 

March 10, 2004 Air Force Space Command redesignated the 50th Communications 

Group as the 50th Network Operations Group and transferred the 

21st, 22d, and 23d Space Operations Squadrons from the 50th 

Operations Group to the 50th Network Operations Group. 

March 20, 2004 A Boeing Delta II rocket carried Global Positioning System 

satellite IIR-11, the 50th GPS satellite, into orbit from Space 

Launch Complex (SLC) 17B at Cape Canaveral AFS, Florida. 

The Block II-R satellite was named in honor of Dr. Ivan Getting, 

considered one of the ñfathers of GPS.ò 
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July 1, 2004 Headquarters, Air Force Space Command ordered the redesignation 

of the 50th Comptroller Flight to 50th Comptroller Squadron, 

reversing an action taken in September 2003, when the command 

ordered the activation of the squadron. 

August 27, 2004 The 50th Space Wing dedicated its new administration facility, 

Building 210, in honor of Lieutenant General Roger DeKok. 

General DeKok had served as the last commander of the 2nd Space 

Wing and commanded the 50th Space Wing upon its activation in 

1992. 

September 3, 2004 1st Lieutenant Jen Phifer, satellite vehicle operator, and Airman First 

Class Jose Bernal, satellite system operator, conducted the last 

support of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization IV 

communications satellite, marking the 3d Space Operations 

Squadronôs end to ñhot back-upò support of NATO IV and Skynet 

systems. ñHawk is out for the final time,ò commanded Lieutenant 

Colonel Keith Hinson, 3d Space Operations Squadron commander. 

April 4, 2005 Colonel John E. Hyten assumed command of the 50th Space Wing 

from Colonel Suzanne M. Vautrinot. 

June 20, 2005 General Bernard Schriever (USAF, Ret), for whom Schriever Air 

Force Base is named, died at his home in Washington, D.C. 

September 8, 2005 The Base Realignment and Closure Commission submitted to the 

President its completed recommendations, which included the 

closure of Onizuka Air Force Station and the transfer of its 

remaining Air Force Satellite Control Network mission to 

Vandenberg AFB, California. 

September 19, 2005 Sergey Revnivykh and Ekaterina Andruschak, operators with 

Russiaôs GLONASS satellite navigation system visited Schriever 

AFB and 2d Space Operations Squadron. The two, part of an 

international group that visited 2d SOPS to discuss the future of GPS 

and its potential for integration with other navigation systems, were 

the first visitors from Russiaôs GLONASS program. 

November 4, 2005 The 21st Space Operations Squadron put Satellite Operations Center 

(SOC) 52 in ñcoldò status. The SOC had been the primary Air Force 

center supporting U.S. space shuttle activities until 2004. 
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December 2005 The 50th Space Communications Squadronôs ñStandard Desktop,ò 

under development since about October 2003 was selected for 

testing and implementation as the AF Standard Desktop personal 

computer configuration. The standard desktop configuration 

prevented the installation of unapproved software, and provided 

increased network security, while improving the ability of network 

managers to respond to vulnerabilities. 

January 24, 2006 Air Force Space Command ordered the inactivation of the 850th 

Space Communications Squadron, completing an organizational 

change that merged the functions of the 850th and 50th Space 

Communications Squadrons. 

February 7, 2006 The 50th Space Wing hosted Schrieverôs annual National Prayer 

Breakfast. The Air Force Chief of Chaplains, Chaplain (Major 

General) Charles C. Baldwin was the guest speaker. 

April 28, 2006 Crews of the 22nd Space Operations Squadron provided Air Force 

Satellite Control Network support for the National Aeronautics 

and Space Administration (NASA) launch of CloudSat and 

CALIPSO aboard a Delta II rocket from Vandenberg AFB, 

California. 

May 15, 2006 Colonel James C. Hutto, Jr. assumed temporary command of the 

50th Space Wing while Colonel John E. Hyten deployed to 

Southwest Asia.  Colonel Hyten resumed command of the wing 

following his return on 23 October 2006. 

July 8-14, 2006 Federal and Oahu Island firefighters battled a 1,000-acre brush fire 

burning near the Hawaii Tracking Station of the Air Force Satellite 

Control Network. The blaze caused no loss of life or damage to site 

facilities. 

August 31, 2006 The 2d Space Warning Squadron assumed command and control 

responsibility for the Defense Support Program constellation. The 

1st Space Operations Squadron had flown the constellation since 

1992. 

September 20-21, 

2006 

Air Force Satellite Control Network crews set a 24-hour 

contact record, logging 80 sorties in 24 hours. 

October 1, 2006 Renovations began on facilities to support the Space-Based 

Surveillance System (SBSS) satellite operations center. 
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October 1, 2006 For the first time since the station opened in 1989, the Colorado 

Tracking Station at Schriever AFB went off the air at 0600Z. Crew 

personnel sent the shutdown command to the siteôs processor at 

0555Z. The shutdown reflected Pikeôs new operating hours of 0700-

1500 daily due to significant reductions in funding for the wingôs 

Operational Space Services and Support contract. 

October 26, 2006 A major winter storm dropped more than one foot of snow on 

Schriever and the surrounding area, causing the base to close for the 

first time in recent years.  The base remained closed on October 

27th as highway crews from El Paso County, the state, and the base 

worked to clear roads. 

October 29, 2006 The 1st Space Operations Squadron opened the Multi-Mission 

Satellite Operations Center (MMSOC). 

November 25, 2006 Members of the 4th Space Operations Squadron deployed their 

Ground Mobile system aboard a C-17 aircraft. This marked the 

first deployment of the ground mobile system aboard a C-17 

aircraft. The cargo bay of the C-17 provided less than one inch of 

clearance from the top of the systemôs tractor-trailer. 

January 30, 2007 The new Antedo antenna at New Boston Air Force Station, 

designated NHS-A, was declared 100 percent operational and the 

Operations and Maintenance Responsibility Transfer document was 

signed. 

February ï March 

2007 

The 22d Space Operations Squadron relocated its crew force for 

30 days to conduct operations from Onizuka Air Force Station 

while their Schriever Air Force Base operations center underwent a 

major remodel and reconfiguration. 

March 14, 2007 The wing decommissioned and disposed of SVN 15, the last of the 

original Block II operational GPS satellites. 

May 22, 2007 Colonel Teresa A.H. Djuric, formerly vice commander of the 

30th Space Wing, Vandenberg Air Force Base, assumed 

command of the 50th Space Wing from Colonel John E. Hyten. 

May 23, 2007 Civil engineers, in cooperation with local and state officials, 

conducted a prescribed burn on 50 acres at New Boston Air Force 

Station. 
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July 2007 The 1st Space Operations Squadron, in cooperation with Space Test 

and Engineering Contract personnel, implemented an operations 

plan to transition the Midcourse Space Experiment (MSX) mission 

to satellite operations center 96. 

September 2007 The 2d Space Operations Squadron began configuration 

management activity associated with the deployment of the 

Architecture Evolution Program (AEP) and the Launch, Anomaly, 

and Disposal Operations (LADO) software configuration. The 

AEP/LADO configuration allowed 2 SOPS to take on all GPS 

related activities, managing and supporting the constellation and 

each vehicle from launch to disposal. 

October 2007 The 2d Space Operations Squadron transitioned from its legacy 

operational control system (OCS) to the new LADO system. 

October 10, 2007 At 8:22 p.m. Eastern Standard Time, an Atlas V booster carried the 

first Wideband Global SATCOM satellite into orbit from Cape 

Canaveral Air Force Station, Florida. 

December 14, 2007 The Air Force Satellite Control Network Link Protection System 

installation was completed. The ALPS gave the network crew 

commander and 22 SOPS leaders the ability to analyze electro-

magnetic interference (EMI) at remote antennas. 

December 20-24, 

2007 

1st Space Operations Squadron crews conducted their final GPS 

launch supports. Crews used the command and control system to 

shadow the 2 SOPS LADO system for SVN IIR-18(M) for critical 

deployment and early orbit activities. 1st Space Operations Squadron 

crews made no supports during the mission. 

December 28, 2007 1 SOPS crews completed the year by ending their use of the 

command and control system. On this date, crews completed their 

final support using the legacy system and permanently powered it 

down at 1752Z. 

March 15, 2008 2d Space Operations Squadron crews supported the launch of GPS 

SVN 48 and orbited the spacecraft, parking it in slot A6 of the GPS 

constellation. 
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April 11, 2008 The 3rd Space Operations Squadron accepted operational turnover 

of the first Wideband Global SATCOM vehicle, WGS- 1, from its 

Boeing contractors. The satellite launched aboard an Atlas V booster 

on 10 October 2007.  Contractors positioned the vehicle in its proper 

orbit and conducted tests and evaluations prior to handing the 

vehicle over to 3 SOPS crews. 

June 12, 2008 Colonel Cary C. Chun assumed command of the 50th Space Wing 

from Colonel Teresa A.H. Djuric. Colonel Djuric, selected for 

promotion to brigadier general, moved to Maxwell AFB Alabama 

as commander of the Jeanne M. Holm Center for Officer 

Accessions and Citizen Development. 

June 20, 2008 Air Force Space Command ordered the redesignation of the 50th 

Mission Support Squadron, naming it the 50th Force Support 

Squadron. This redesignation implemented an Air- Force 

mandated mission support and services functional merger. 

July 16, 2008 Crews of the 1st Space Operations Squadron initiated the 

disposal of the Midcourse Space Experiment satellite. 

September 30, 2008 The 3d Space Operations Squadron assumed mission planning and 

AFSCN scheduling responsibilities for the British SKYNET 4 

constellation. SKYNET was the United Kingdomôs equivalent of the 

Defense Satellite Communication System (DSCS), providing the 

British government with military and diplomatic communications. 

November 25, 2008 The 4th Space Operations Squadron opened its new Protected 

Satellite Operations Center. The ribbon-cutting ceremony included 

the unveiling of a memorial to Americaôs combat forces outside the 

PSOC door. Squadron personnel, place a hand on the memorial as 

they pass to remember those combat forces Milstar directly 

supports. 

December 4, 2008 The 23d Space Operations Squadron at New Boston AFS, New 

Hampshire received the stateôs 2008 Land Ethics for Tomorrow 

Award for their efforts to clear the installationôs unexploded 

ordnance. A subcontractor working remediation efforts at the station 

submitted the base for the award. 

March 15-28, 2009 21st Space Operations Squadron crews supported shuttle 

Discovery on mission STS-119. 
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March 24, 2009 Global Positioning System (GPS) IIR-20, equipped with the new 

L5 civil signal for safety of life, launched from Cape Canaveral 

AFS, Florida. 

April 3, 2009 Launch of Wideband Global SATCOM (WGS) Flight 2 (WGS- 2). 

The 3 SOPS would receive satellite control from Space and Missile 

Systems Center in August 2009. 

July 31, 2009 Contractors completed construction of the 45,000 square foot 

Building 24, new home to the Space Innovation and Development 

Center.  Cost of the facility was $20.3 million. 

August 20, 2009 Colonel Wayne R. Monteith assumed command of the 50th 

Space Wing from Brigadier General Cary C. Chun. 

October 27, 2009 Date marked the beneficial occupancy of the Ellison Onizuka 

Satellite Operations Facility at Vandenberg AFB. The new facility 

would become the home of the 21 SOPS in mid-2010. 

December 5, 2009 Launch of WGS-3. Satellite control of WGS-3 would not be 

turned over to the 3 SOPS before the end of the year. 

December 8, 2009 Air Force Space Command awarded the 50th Space Wing the Air 

Force Outstanding Unit Award (AFOUA) for service from 

1 October 2007 through 30 September 2009. This marked the wingôs 

first AFOUA since 2003. 

June 12, 2010 The 1st Space Operations Squadron assumed satellite control 

authority for TacSat-3. 

July 28, 2010 A ceremony at Onizuka AFS marked the transfer of the 

21 SOPS and its mission to Vandenberg AFB. 

July 29, 2010 Air Force Space Command ordered the inactivation of Operating 

Location A (OL- A) of the 21st Space Operations Squadron and 

the activation of Detachment 4, 21st Space Operations Squadron 

as a result of the squadronôs move to Vandenberg Air Force 

Base, California. 

October 1, 2010 The 50th Network Operations Group implemented an 

organizational realignment that assigned Air Force Satellite 

Control Network tracking stations to the 21st and 23rd Space 

Operations Squadron based on geographic location. 
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December 2, 2010 The termination of SUN East and West was signaled by the 

removal of the two Defense Information Systems Agency 

terminals at Onizuka AFS. 

January 31, 2011 1 SOPS assumed satellite control authority of IRON 5377 from the 

Missile Defense Space Experimentation Center. During connectivity 

and verification testing, which began about 10 January 2011, the 

MDSEC and 1 SOPS shared joint satellite control authority. 

February 23, 2011 14th Air Force (Air Forces Strategic) assumed satellite control 

authority for the first Space-Based Space Surveillance (SBSS) 

satellite and immediately transferred that authority to the 50th Space 

Wing. 

May 14, 2011 The 50th Space Wing received the General Robert T. Herres 

Award for the most outstanding wing with a space mission. 

June 15, 2011 The 2d Space Operations Squadronôs crews completed 

implementation of the ñEnhanced 24ò GPS constellation 

configuration. 

August 5, 2011 Colonel James P. Ross assumed command of the 50th Space Wing 

from Colonel Wayne R. Monteith. Colonel Ross previously served 

as Vice Commander, 45th Space Wing at Patrick AFB, Florida. 

Colonel Monteith moved to a new assignment at the Pentagon. 

August 12, 2011 Crews of the 3d Space Operations Squadron terminated 

operations of DCSC Flight B9 after 18 years of service. 

August 19, 2011 The 2 SOPS accepted satellite control authority for the second GPS 

IIF satellite, designated SVN-63. 

September 15, 2011 Onizuka Air Force Station officials formally transferred the 

installation to the Air Force Real Property Agency for transition to 

the City of Sunnyvale for reuse. 

September 16, 2011 The 1st Space Operations Squadron assumed satellite control 

authority for the first operationally responsive space (ORS) satellite. 

September 22, 2011 The 2 SOPS received the Chief of Staff Team Excellence 

Award for fiscal year 2011 for their GPS operations. 
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September 30, 2011 Detachment 4, 21st Space Operations Squadron was inactivated. 

The detachment was activated to oversee Onizuka closure 

activity following the relocation of the 21st Space Operations 

Squadron to Vandenberg AFB. 

November 23, 2011 The 23d Space Operations Squadron at New Boston Air Force 

Station earned the AFSPC General Thomas D. White Environmental 

Restoration Award for 2011. 

January 2012 Construction activity began to support the Integrated 

Operations Environment (IOE). 

January 3, 2012 General William L. Shelton, Commander, Air Force Space 

Command, declared initial and final operational capability for the 

Operationally Responsive Space ï 1 (ORS-1) satellite. 

The AFSPC commander also notified the Chief of Staff of the Air 

Force of operational acceptance of ORS-1 on this date 

February 15, 2012 1st Space Operations Squadron crews ceased operations with the 

Tactical Satellite (TacSat) ï 3 platform. The satellite had exceeded 

mission expectancy by 20 months. On 1 May 2012, the vehicle de-

orbited and burned up in Earthôs atmosphere 

March 12, 2012 The Space and Missile Systems Center (SMC) Military Satellite 

Communications (MILSATCOM) director transferred satellite 

control authority for the Advanced Extremely High Frequency 

(AEHF) -1 spacecraft to the 14th Air Force (Air Forces Strategic) 

for operational turnover to the 4th Space Operations Squadron. The 

transfer culminated an 18-month process to position the satellite 

following anomalies in the first days after the satelliteôs August 14, 

2010 launch. 

July 9, 2012 Crews conducted the final operational support via the Colorado 

Tracking Station (CTS), call sign PIKE. PIKE was 

decommissioned as an active AFSCN asset as a cost-saving 

measure. 

October 2012 1st Space Operations Squadron engineers developed new 

processes for Delta V maneuvers that would save an estimated 

22 percent of fuel and extend mission life for specific systems. 

February 22, 2013 The 50th Space Wing held a ribbon-cutting ceremony to open the 

Integrated Operations Environment satellite operations center. 
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April 1, 2013 Concurrent with the inactivation of the Space Innovation and 

Development Center, Headquarters, Air Force Space Command 

reassigned the 3d Space Experimentation Squadron to the 50th 

Operations Group. 

May 21, 2013 Captain Colin Merrin, 2 SOPS GPS Mission Commander, was 

forced to end his attempt to summit Mount Everest only 2,000 feet 

short of his target. Captain Merrin was climbing as a member of the 

USAF 7 Summits Team, which sought to plant the U.S. and Air 

Force flags on the highest peaks on the seven continents. 

July 11, 2013 Colonel William J. Liquori, Jr. assumed command of the 50th 

Space Wing from Colonel James P. Ross. 

November 26, 2013 Global Positioning System satellite SVN-23 achieved 23 years on 

orbit. 

February 4-11, 2014 3d Space Operations Squadron crews participated in events leading 

to combatant command acceptance of the Wideband Global 

SATCOM Flight 6 (WGS-6). 

April 3, 2014 The Air Force launched Defense Meteorological Satellite Program 

Flight 19 from Vandenberg AFB, California. 

June 16-21, 2014 3d Space Operations Squadron crews positioned Defense Satellite 

Communications System Flight B-12 in super-synchronous orbit 

preparatory to final disposal of the vehicle. 

June 2014 3d Space Operations Squadron crews received the Ricard C. Henry 

Award for the Best Space Operations Squadron for calendar year 

2013. 

July 28, 2014 Air Force Space Command launched two Geosynchronous Space 

Situational Awareness Program (GSSAP) satellites.  

March 31, 2015 The 50th Space Communications Squadronôs Defense Switched 

Network global operator function closed. 

April 1, 2015 Air Force Space Command transferred some communications 

functions from the 614th Air and Space Communications 

Squadron to the 4th Space Operations Squadron.   

April 21, 2015 Admiral Cecil D. Haney, Commander, United States Strategic 

Command, presented the 50th Space Wing with the Omaha 

Trophy for Global Operations for calendar year 2014.  The wing 

also received the General Robert T. Herres Award as the most 

outstanding wing with a space mission. 
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May 29, 2015 Colonel Deanna M. Burt assumed command of the 50th Space 

Wing from Colonel William J. Liquiri, Jr.   

September 29, 2015 The 1st Space Operations Squadron accepted satellite control 

authority for the first two GSSAP satellite following declaration of 

initial operational capability.   

October 1, 2015 Under the Space Training Transformation initiative, the 50th 

Space Wing formally assumed from Air Education and Training 

Command responsibility for mission qualification training for the 

wingôs space systems. 

Fall 2015 The 50th Space Wing implemented Air Force Space Commandôs 

Space Mission Force construct, reorganizing satellite crew 

structure and operations to emphasize ñfightingò the system in a 

contested environment.   

February 5, 2016 The Air Force successfully launched the twelfth and last Global 

Positioning System (GPS) IIF satellite into orbit atop an Atlas V 

rocket from Cape Canaveral, Florida. 

June 29, 2017 Air Force Space Command released a White Paper on the new 

Space Mission Force Concept. 

July 11-29, 2016 The 50th Space Wing participated in Red Flag 16-3, with Colonel 

Deanna Burt, 50 SW Commander as the Air Expeditionary Wing 

Commander.  This was the first-ever Red Flag led by a space 

domain officer.  

August 19, 2016 Air Force Space Command launched Geosynchronous Space 

Situational Awareness Program (GSSAP) Space Vehicle Number 

(SVN) 3 and 4 into near geosynchronous orbit for operation by the 

50 SW. 

October 1, 2016 The 50 SW entered the first Space Mission Force operational 

rotation of forces. 

October 17, 2016 Headquarters, AFSPC approved the award of Global War on 

Terrorism Service Streamers to the 50 SW and its subordinate 

units for Operations IRAQI FREEDOM, NEW DAWN, 

INHERENT RESOLVE, NOBLE EAGLE and ENDURING 

FREEDOM. 
December 7, 2016 The Air Force launched Wideband Global Satellite Space Vehicle 

Number 8, soon after 3d Space Operations Squadron began launch 

and early orbit operations for 50 SW operation. 

February 27, 2017 Lockheed Martin, the Air Force contractor successfully completed 

factory functional qualification testing first GPS III satellite, and 

the system was placed into pre-launch storage.  This was a part of 

the future for GPS as operated by the 50 SW. 

March 19, 2017 The Air Force launched Wideband Global Satellite Space Vehicle 

Number 9, soon after 3d Space Operations Squadron began launch 

and early orbit operations for 50 SW operation. 
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April 14, 2017 The 50th Space Communication Squadron began the first 

broadcast of the Global Broadcast Service information capability 

from Al Udeid, Air Base. 

April 17, 2017 HQ AFSPC announced the 50 SW received the Air Force 

Outstanding Unit Award for the period of 1 January 2015 ï 

31 December 2016. 

April 17-21, 2017 The 50 SW participated in the first AFSPC ñSpace Flagò exercise, 

Space Flag 17-1. 

May 7, 2017 Operational Test Vehicle Mission 4 ended, when the X-37B landed at 

Kennedy Space Centerôs Shuttle Landing Facility after a 718-day 

mission (longest to date) in space, which was support by the 3d Space 

Experimentation Squadron. 

June 13, 2017 The 3d Space Operations Squadron inactivated and the 4th Space 

Operations Squadron assumed operational responsibility for all Air 

Force Communications Satellites. 

June 30, 2017 Colonel Jennifer L. Grant assumed command of the 50th Space Wing 

from Colonel Deanna M. Burt. 

July 11, 2017 The 50th Space Communications Squadron terminated the use of Ultra-

High Frequency Follow satellites for transmission of the Global 

Broadcast Service. 

July 12, 2017 Headquarter, Air Force Space Command accepted the upgraded Hawaii 

Tracking Station B, this was the first of the upgraded hybrid modified 

antenna for the Air Force Satellite Control Network, extending the life of 

the tracking stationôs antenna capability. 

August 26, 2017 The Air Force launched Operationally Responsive Space Five from 

Cape Canaveral.  The 1st Space Operations Squadron supported the 

launched and would eventually control this satellite. 

September 7, 2017 The 45th Space Wing launched the X-37B on Orbital Test Vehicle 

Mission 5, the 3d Space Experimentation Squadron then flew the 

X-37B on its mission profile. 

September 22, 2017 Colonel Jennifer L. Grant the Wing Commander explained the 

Wingôs new Mission Statement, Vision and Priorities to Wing and 

Base personnel in an all-call meeting. 

November 15, 2017 The 3d Space Experimentation Squadron executed the final fuel 

burn off aboard the ANGELS satellite and turned off all the 

satellites systems after a number of end of life experiment. 

December 13, 2017 The 50th Space Communications Squadron migrated the baseôs 

electronic mail system to Cloud Hosted Enterprise Services. 

January 8,  2018 The National Space Defense Center at Schriever AFB, Colorado 

transitioned its operations to 24 hours, seven days, a week to protect 

and defend critical national space assets.   
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February 2018 The 50 SW executed a Continuity of Operations Exercise to relocate 

operations and command functions to alternate locations in the wing.  

The exercise tested transferring missions and evaluating mission 

impact.  According to Colonel Grant, 50 SW Commander, the event 

had ñzero mission impactò as the transfer involved more than 1,000 

operations circuits, six operating locations and 18 installation 

stakeholders.   

March 16, 2018 The 1st Space Operations Squadron accepted satellite control 

authority of the Operational Responsive Space-5 satellite.
 
 

April 14, 2018 The Air Force Research Laboratory launched the Evolved Expendable 

Launch Vehicle Secondary Payload Adapter Augmented 

Geosynchronous Laboratory Experiment or EAGLE on-board the Air 

Force Space Command-11 mission from Cape Canaveral AFS, 

Florida. June 1, 2018 The 50th Force Support Squadron opened the Schriever AFB Event 

Center, the repurposed Schriever AFB Visitor Center, which acts a 

location for ceremonies and special Wing activities. 

October 17, 2018 The Air Forceôs Advanced Extremely High Frequency-4 satellite 

launched from the Kennedy Space Centerôs Launch Complex 41 atop 

a United Launch Alliance Atlas V rocket.
 
 

December 23, 2018 The first Global Positioning System III satellite successfully launched 

into orbit from Space Launch Complex 40 at Cape Canaveral Air 

Force Station, Florida atop a Space X Falcon 9 launch vehicle.   

February 24 ï March 5, 

2019 

Headquarters, Air Force Space Command conducted a Unit 

Effectiveness Inspection of the 50 SW.  The 50 SW received an 

overall ñEffectiveò rating for the UEI and on all four major graded 

areas. 
February 28, 2019 Kaena Point Tracking Station, Hawaii celebrated its 60th Anniversary 

of satellite operations. 

March 13-14, 2019 Schriever AFB closed for a two day period as a bombogenesis or 

bomb cyclone struck eastern Colorado closing all highways and roads 

to the base. 

March 15, 2019 The Air Force launched Wideband Global System Satellite Number 10 

from Space Launch Complex 37 at Cape Canaveral AFS, Florida. 

April 6, 2019 The 2d Space Operations Squadron supported the actions for the GPS 

Week Rollover, as the GPS calendar restarted. 

May 3, 2019 4 SOPS accepted satellite control authority from the Space and 

Missile Systems Center and 14th Air Force for the Advanced 

Extremely High Frequency-4 satellite.   

June 26, 2019 Colonel James E. Smith assumed command of the 50 SW. 

July 29, 2019 The 2d Space Operations Squadron began on orbit operations of 

GPS IIIA Space Vehicle Number 01. 

August 8, 2019 The Air Force launched Advanced Extreme High Frequency satellite 

Number 5 atop an Atlas rocket from Cape Canaveral AFS, Florida.  
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August 12-16, 2019 The 50 SW participated in Exercise SPACE FLAG 19-3, which was 

the first Coalition SPACE FLAG involving military leaders from the 

United States, Australia, Canada and Great Britain. 

August 22, 2019 A GPS III Magellan (SVN-2) satellite lifted off into orbit from Cape 

Canaveral AFS, Florida. 

August 29, 2019 United States Space Command activated in White House ceremony.  

September 25, 2019 The 4th Space Operations Squadron gained Satellite Control Authority 

of the Enhanced Polar System communications satellites.  

October 1, 2019 Combined Force Space Component Command (CFSCC) activated at 

Vandenberg AFB, California.  The CFSCC planned and executed 

space operations through four distinct operations center to plan, task, 

monitor and asses space operations in support of the theater and 

USSPACECOM.  The CFSCC directed many of the space tasking 

impacting 50 SW operations. 

October 18, 2019 The Cyber Defense Correlation Cell for Space (CDCC-S) activated at 

Schriever AFB, Colorado.  The CDCC-S detected and responded to 

cyber threats against Air Force Space Command weapon systems.  

October 21, 2019 USSPACECOM activated the Joint Task Force-Space Defense (JTF-

SD) at Schriever AFB, Colorado.  The mission is to execute protect 

and defend mission for space superiority operations of US and Allied 

space assets.  The JTF-SD operates at the National Space Defense 

Center (NSDC) at Schriever AFB. 

October  22, 2019 Detachment 1, 50 OG gained SCA of the GOES-13 weather satellite.  

October 27, 2019 The X-37B landed at Kennedy Space Shuttle Landing Facility, Florida 

after a record breaking 780 day mission in orbit.
 
 

December 20, 2019 President Donald J. Trump signed the National Defense Authorization 

Act for Fiscal Year 2020.  Under that act, the Department of Defense 

established the United States Space Force (USSF) as a separate 

military branch.  Air Force Space Command ceased space operations 

and inactivated, and the USSF assumed operational control of the 

space units previously commanded by AFSPC.  Though now under 

USSF, 50 SW mission continued, operating the largest fleet of DoD 

satellites and supporting warfighters around the world with precision 

navigation and timing, space situational awareness and secure satellite 

communications. 
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THE BEGINNING: THE 50TH PURSUIT GROUP  

As part of the pre-World War II force expansion, the 

United States Army Air Corps (USAAC) established the 

50th Pursuit Group (later 50th Operations Group) on 

November 20, 1940 and activated the new unit on 

January 15, 1941. The group was first stationed at 

Selfridge Field, Michigan, where pilots of the 10th, 11th, 

and 12th Pursuit Squadrons received flight training in P-

35s, P-36s, and P-39s until moving to Key Field, 

Mississippi on October 3, 1941. 

While in Mississippi, the group formed part of the 

Fighter Command School, based in Orlando, Florida.   

Crews trained new aviators and tested new equipment 

and fighter tactics. The groupôs air crews also conducted 

training in night fighter tactics using the P-70 and 

supplied cadre to newly forming night fighter units. 

Soon after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, 

Hawaii, on December 7, 1941, the 11th and 12th Pursuit 

Squadrons left the 50th Pursuit Group. The 11th moved 

with its P- 36s on December 19, 1941 to Alaska, while in February 1942 the 12th and its P-39s 

moved to Cassidy Field, Christmas Island, a British-controlled island in the Indian Ocean about 310 

miles south of Jakarta, Indonesia. 

The Army Air Corps assigned the 81st and the 313th Pursuit Squadrons to replace the 11th and 

12th in January and February 1942. In May 1942, the Army Air Corps renamed the organization 

the 50th Fighter Group, with the squadrons concurrently renamed fighter squadrons. Newly 

equipped and renamed, the 50th moved to Orlando Army Air Field (AAF) in October 1942, 

forming part of the Army Air Forces School of Applied Tactics. On February 24, 1943, the 445th 

Fighter Squadron (Special) joined the group.  Flying from Orlando and other Florida airfields, the 

group continued its training mission using P-47s, P-51s, and lesser known aircraft including the 

Kellett XO-60 (later YO-60) autogiro. 

All  flying squadrons in the 50th also tested procedures and equipment, seeking better ways to 

manage the huge efforts required to supply troops and maintain aircraft fighting overseas. Hinting 

at the conditions under which the group would fly when it entered combat in 1944, crews often 

flew from airfields with little or no infrastructure. 

While the group remained headquartered at Orlando, each of its squadrons operated from 

different airfields in Florida during 1943. The 445th flew from Orlando, the 10th from Zephyrhills, 

the 81st from Cross City AAF, and the 313th from Keystone. Each of these detached squadrons 

returned to Orlando in January 1944. With P-47s and P-51s, the group continued to train and teach 

at Orlando while preparing to ship out to England, departing in March 1944. 

On April 5, 1944, the group arrived at Advanced Landing Ground (ALG) #551 at Lymington, 

England, with P-47s, the 10th reluctantly leaving their P-51s in the United States. The groupôs 

pilots began training to familiarize them with the local landscape and existing tactics and began 

combat operations on May 1, 1944.  In addition to fighter ñsweepsò and dive-bombing missions, 

the group began flying fighter escort for bombers destroying 

enemy defenses in Normandy.  Crews continued these bombing and escort missions until the end of 

50th Pursuit Group Emblem 
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May 1944, when the group changed its focus to preparations to support the D-Day invasion of the 

continent. 

 

US Army Air Corps Kellett YO -60 Autogiro with Plexiglas canopy for 

observation trials, 1942-43. (USAF Museum Photo) 

 

Advanced Landing Ground 

(ALG) #551, Lymington 

UK 
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When the invasion began on June 6, 1944, the 50 Fighter Groupôs air crews flew close air support 

missions over the Normandy Beaches, targeting enemy troops and equipment and preventing the 

Luftwaffe from attacking Allied troops. After hard fighting on the ground and hard work by Army Air  

Forces combat engineers, the group moved to the airfield A-10 at Carentan, France on June 24-25, 1944, 

the first of many continental European bases the 50th would call home. 

                                              

                                                           50th Fighter Group route through Europe, WW II  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The groupôs next home was just a few miles away at another recently repaired airfield, Meautis, 

France, which the 50th occupied on August 16. From Meautis (A-17) the group moved to Orly (A 47) 

just south of Paris. The 313th occupied Orly on August 30, 1944 with the rest of the group arriving by 

September 4. While Carentan and Meautis were in the lower Normandy region of France, the rapid 

advance of Allied forces supported by Ninth Air  Force units such as the 50th, allowed the group to make 

the more than 230-mile jump. 

The group remained at Orly only 10 days, moving to Laon/Couvron (A-70) on September 15. 

Continuing to follow ground forces forward, the 50th moved to Lyon-Bron (Y-6) on September 28-29 

1944.  Their stay at Lyon was brief as the group and its squadrons moved to Toul-Ochey (A-96) on 

November 3. From this airfield, the 50th continued to fly missions supporting the ground offensive into 

Germany. As the war neared its end, the 50th moved into Germany arriving at Giebelstadt (Y-90) on 

April  20, 1945. The group made one more move in Germany, arriving at Mannheim on May 21, 1945, 

after the surrender of Germany. 



4  

From Germany, the 50th Fighter Group returned to the United States on August 6-7, 1945 arriving at 

La Junta Army Airfield, Colorado for demobilization. Headquarters, Army Air Forces inactivated the 

group on November 7, 1945.  During one year of combat operations, the 50th Fighter Group had earned 

six campaign streamers and two distinguished unit awards. Pilots had scored 52.5 confirmed aerial 

victories and Captain Robert D. Johnston had become the wingôs only ace, scoring six confirmed 

victories in the European Theater. 

 

50TH FIGHTER WING ACTIVATION  

Following the end of World War II, the focus of American foreign policy in Europe and Asia changed 

from stopping the threat of fascism to countering the threat of a growing communist influence. As this 

Cold War heated up, the United States increased military spending and formed additional units. The Air 

Force established new wings bearing the numerical designations of distinguished World War II groups. 

On May 16, 1949, the Air Staff established the 50th Fighter Wing, making it available for activation. 

The wing activated in the United States Air  Force Reserves on June 1, 1949, at Otis Air  Force Base, 

Massachusetts. The 50th Fighter Wing consisted mainly of the World War II era 50th Fighter Group, 

which also activated on June 1. Assigned to Tactical Air  Commandôs First Air Force, the wing served as 

the reserve corollary (or sister unit) of the 33d Fighter Wing, to which it was attached. 

Originally equipped with the F-51 Mustang that had made its operational debut as the P-51 during 

World War II, the wingôs operational focus centered on keeping its air crews well trained and ready. 

This activity likely included participating in portions of the 33d Fighter Wingôs air defense missions and 

exercises. Redesignated as the 50th Fighter- Interceptor Wing on March 1, 1950, the 50th Fighter Wing 

was reassigned to the Eastern Air Defense Force on September 1, 1950, although it remained attached to 

the 33d Fighter-Interceptor Wing. During this transitional year, the wingôs arsenal included the T- 6 

Texan, T-33 Shooting Star, F-84 Thunderjet, and the F-86 Sabre. The 50th Fighter Wingôs air defense 

and training activity continued until the organization was ordered to active duty on June 1, 1951. On 

June 2, 1951, the wing and its subordinate units inactivated. 

The North Korean invasion of South Korea on June 25, 1950, which was supported by the Chinese 

and Soviet regimes, added uncertainty and perils to American interests and security in Northeast Asia 

and the Pacific Rim. While the United Statesô involvement in that conflict proved insufficient cause to 

order the 50th Fighter-Interceptor Wing to duty in Korea, it added to already heightened fears of the 

worldwide spread of communism. Plans to increase forces in Europe during this period resulted in part 

from desires to show the Soviet Union and China that, despite the Korean situation, the United States 

and its European allies were committed to stemming the advance of communism, especially in Europe. 

The United Statesô national security objectives sought, as part of this commitment, to counter the 

potential threats posed by the Soviet airfield construction program continuing in Eastern Europe. 

Negotiations with France to obtain bases in their zone of occupation in Germany began in 1951. 

In March of that year, the Commander-in-Chief of the European Command and the French Forces of 

Occupation in Germany reached a preliminary agreement on the stationing of troops and the exchange 

of facilities in the French and American zones of occupation. On March 21, 1951, the French obtained 

1,280 acres of land near the two small towns of Hahn and Lautzenhausen. France began construction of 

an air base in April 1951, including an 8,000-feet by 150-feet runway, taxi ways, 75 dispersal hard 

stands, hangar and alert aprons, and a variety of other facilities. The French completed their construction 

program at Hahn in late 1952. By this time, American and French commanders had signed an agreement 

that provided for the transfer of Hahn and other installations in the French zone to the control of United 

States Air Forces in Europe. 
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By late 1952, the first of many American construction programs began at the Hahn base, expanding 

on the facilities built by the French. The first American construction projects included a control tower, a 

fire station, warehouses, a motor pool, roads, mess halls, and eleven 216-man dormitories for enlisted 

personnel. Also included were the bachelor officer quarters, squadron operations buildings, and 

headquarters offices. The United States completed most of this construction by May 1953. By that time, 

officials had announced that Hahn would receive and support the 50th Fighter-Bomber Wing and its 

F-86F aircraft. 

 

50TH FIGHTER -BOMBER WING ACTIVATED  

Meanwhile, the Air Staff redesignated the 50th Fighter-Interceptor Wing as the 50th Fighter-

Bomber Wing on November 15, 1952, and placed it in active status, relieving it from the control of the Air 

Force Reserve. The Air Staff assigned the wing to the Tactical Air Command for activation, which 

occurred on January 1, 1953. Concurrently, the 50th Fighter-Interceptor Group activated as the 50th 

Fighter-Bomber Group and became the wingôs primary combat element. 

The group consisted of two 

of its original World War II 

squadronsðthe 10th and 81st 

Fighter Squadrons. Originally 

assigned to Clovis (later Cannon) 

Air Force Base, New Mexico for 

training, the wing resumed flight 

operations in the F-51 Mustang. 

Before long, the wing began 

replacing its propeller- driven 

Mustangs with the jet-powered, F-

86F Sabre. As the conversion to the 

F-86F continued in the spring and 

early   summer   of   1953,   crews   

and maintenance personnel 

continued their training in the Sabre.    

Once training levels for pilots and 

air crews had reached operational 

levels, the 50th began preparations 

for its move to Germany. 

Sailing from Galveston, Texas, to Bremerhaven, Germany 

aboard the USNS General M. B. Stewart, the 50th Fighter-Bomber 

Wing began its first Atlantic crossing; it was the third such trip for 

the 50th Fighter-Bomber Group. From Bremerhaven, the 50th moved 

by rail to its new home at Hahn Air  Base, Germany, completing the 

journey on August 10, 1953, and reported to its new headquarters, 

Twelfth Air Force. Meanwhile, aircrews piloted their aircraft to the 

northeastern United States and then across the North Atlantic Ocean 

to Germany in a movement named FOX ABLE 27. At Hahn, the 

wing completed its fighter squadron complement, which consisted of 

the 10th and 81st Fighter Squadrons, with the assignment of the 417th 

Fighter Squadron. Although the 417th was not one of the 50th 

50th Fighter-Bomber Wing F-86Fs on the flight line at Clovis 

AFB, New Mexico (USAF Photo) 
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Fighter Groupôs original World War II units, the squadron had been stationed with the group at 

Giebelstadt, Germany, during the final days of the war. Soon thereafter, the 50th Fighter-Bomber Wing 

became the first tactically operational USAF wing in Twelfth Air Forceôs jurisdiction. 

The movement of the 50th Fighter-Bomber Wing and its F-86F aircraft to the European mainland 

was one of several events that revealed and responded to a worsening of American-Soviet relations since 

the end of World War II. The former allies felt a deep mutual distrust and uneasiness that came to 

characterize the Cold War between the Sovietôs Warsaw Pact and the North Atlantic Treaty 

Organization (NATO) and 

other western alliances.  This 

worsening of relations resulted 

from a series of incidents 

occurring after the end of 

World War II, including the 

Berlin Crisis and events in the 

Pacific and Northeast Asia as 

communist states sought to 

spread their sphere of 

influence globally, threatening 

United States interests. The 

buildup of United States forces 

in Europe sought to counter 

any Soviet expansionist 

interests in the region by 

strengthening NATO, thereby demonstrating western resolve to disallow any expansionist political or 

military activities. The Cold War and its related arms race would last nearly four decades. 

Arriving at Hahn Air Base under the command of Colonel Wallace S. Ford, the wing delayed its 

unpacking of all but mission critical cargo and put off other routine activities to participate immediately 

in exercise MONTE CARLO. The purpose of this staged combat employment drill was to illustrate the 

power and capability of the European alliesô air defense forces. During the brief operation, the wingôs air 

crews flew 124 simulated aggressor combat sorties, including 52 sorties in only four hours. 

In line with a stepped-up training program, which United States Air Forces Europe (USAFE) 

initiated in 1954, the 50th Fighter-Bomber Wingôs air crews spent six weeks at the Wheelus Field range 

in Tripoli, Libya, to improve their air-to-air combat and ground attack skills. Demonstrating their 

prowess in both facets of their mission, the F-86F crews of the 50th flew 3,062 effective sorties in those 

six weeks and scored higher in both air- to-air and air-to-ground events than any other unit assigned to 

the Twelfth Air Force. By 1955, United States Air Forces Europe had initiated an annual, command-

wide aerial gunnery competition at the Wheelus Field ranges. During the first such event, on July 30, 

1955, the ñstraight shootingò pilots of the 50th more than duplicated their achievements of the previous 

year, taking top honors in the command. 

While the victory at the gunnery competition was still fresh, the wing began modernizing its aircraft 

fleet. On October 21, 1955, the first of the wingôs new F-86H Sabres arrived at Hahn. The conversion 

continued throughout the winter of 1955 and spring of 1956, ending in May. While preparing for and 

then converting to the F-86H, the wing expanded its mission responsibility, accepting the role of 

supporting Twelfth Air Forceôs 7382d Guided Missile Group. The wing had previously supported the 

69th Tactical Missile Squadron at Hahn, which operated the TM-61 ñMatadorò missile. 

 

 

81st Fighter-Bomber Squadron F-86Fs at Hahn AB, Germany 

(USAF Photo) 
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REASSIGNMENT TO FRANCE  

New aircraft would not be the only change for the 

personnel of the 50th, however. With the conversion to the 

newer F-86H nearly complete on April 15, 1956, the wing 

began a move to Toul-Rosiére Air Base, France. The 417th 

Fighter-Bomber Squadron, under the command of Lt. Col. 

Charles ñChuckò Yeager, was the first of the wingôs 

squadrons to relocate. This movement took most of the 

summer of that year. The wing reported itself intact, fully 

operational, and mission ready at Toul-Rosiére on August 1, 

1956. The relocation also meant the end of the wingôs 

association with the Matador missile. The move to France did 

not degrade the wingôs readiness, as the United States Air Forces in Europe chose the 50th Fighter-

Bomber Wing to represent the command at the Air Force Fighter Weapons Meet at Nellis AFB, Nevada. 

 With the movement to France and conversion to the F-86H complete, wing personnel returned to 

more routine duties, training, and participating in various air defense exercises. This sense of normality, 

however, was brief. On December 8, 1957, the 50th Fighter- Bomber Group was inactivated. United 

States Air Forces in Europe reassigned the groupôs subordinate squadronsðthe 10th, 81st, and 

417th Fighter Squadrons directly to the wing. 

 

 

Similarly, the 50th Maintenance and Supply Group inactivated, and its squadrons were reassigned to the 

wing. These new organizational changes resulted from an Air Force reorganization plan that eliminated 

remaining operational combat and maintenance groups to standardize wing structures. Deputy commanders 

The 1956 UNITED STATES AIR FORCES EUROPE (50th Fighter-Bomber Wing) 

representatives to the Air Force Fighter Weapons Meet at Nellis AFB, NV included 

(L to R) Capt Coleman L. Baker, Lt Col Charles E. ñChuckò Yeager, Col Fred J. 

Ascani, Maj James A Gasser, and Capt Robert H. Pasqualicchio (USAF Photo) 
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for operations, maintenance, and resources eventually replaced the groups and assumed managerial control 

of squadrons. Following this reorganization, only the 50th Combat Support Group remained intact. The latter 

expanded its responsibilities to include transportation, comptroller, and procurement functions. 

Soon thereafter, United States Air Forces Europe also announced that the 50th Fighter-

Bomber Wing would receive the new F-100D Super 

Sabre. This advanced, supersonic aircraft would 

significantly improve the wingôs combat capability and 

enhance European air defenses. The 50th converted to 

the new aircraft during 1957 and 1958, and on July 8, 1958 was redesignated as the 50th Tactical 

Fighter Wingða name it would carry for more than 33 years. 

 

RETURN TO HAHN AIR BASE, GERMANY  

Within one year of rearming with the new jets, the wing was once again on the move. On September 1, 

1959, the 50th Tactical Fighter Wing, its support units, and the 10th and 81st Tactical Fighter Squadrons began 

their return to Hahn Air  Base, Federal Republic of Germany.   The 417th also moved from France. Rather 

than accompanying the wing at Hahn, however, the 417th relocated to Ramstein Air Base. Delayed 

somewhat by runway resurfacing at Hahn Air Base, the 50th Tactical Fighter Wing reported its movement 

complete on December 10, 1959. The detachment of the 417th to Ramstein Air Base, part of United States 

Air Forces Europeôs dual-basing concept. 

When the 50th arrived at Hahn AB, 

the 496th Tactical Fighter Squadron was 

already in place. This squadron, assigned 

to the 86th Fighter-Interceptor Wing at 

Ramstein Air Base, was attached to the 

50th Tactical Fighter Wing. By 

December 18, 1959, the 496th Tactical 

Fighter Squadron began replacing its F-

86D aircraft with F-102 Delta Daggers. 

The theory behind dual-basing was to 

increase the survivability of various 

aircraft types by dispersing them to 

alternate locations. Hence, a successful 

strike at Hahn would not eradicate all of 

the 50th Tactical Fighter Wingôs F-100s. 

Similarly, a strike at Ramstein would not 

automatically threaten all of the 86th 

Tactical Fighter Wingôs F-102s. 

For the next several years, the 50th Tactical Fighter Wingôs personnel concentrated on training, 

preparedness, and becoming the best fighter unit in United States Air  Forces Europe. During the 

Cuban Missile Crisis in October and November 1962, the wing hosted the 435th Tactical Fighter 

Squadron from Moron Air Base, Spain. The 435th had deployed to Hahn Air Base as part of a 

massive military buildup in West Germany triggered by the crisis in the Caribbean. 

Following resolution of the Cuban Missile Crisis, the 50th Tactical Fighter Wing resumed 

normal operations, conducting air crew proficiency training and participating in various exercises 

and competitions, oftentimes with other NATO allies. Then, on October 8, 1966, the wingôs three 

tactical squadrons, the 10th, 81st, and 417th, began converting to the F-4D Phantom II fighters built 

by McDonnell-Douglas. When the last Super Sabre left Hahn, the air crews of the 50th Tactical 

Fighter Wing had logged 143,147 flight hours in the F-100. 

The Wingôs last F-100D as it prepared to depart for duties 

elsewhere in the USAF (USAF Photo) 

 

50th Tactical Fighter Wing 

emblem, circa 1957-1991 
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Throughout the conversion 

to the F-4D, the 417th Tactical 

Fighter Squadron remained 

assigned to the 50th Tactical 

Fighter Wing but detached to the 

86th Air  Division [previously 

the 86th Fighter-Interceptor 

Wing] located at Ramstein Air 

Base. The 496th Fighter-

Interceptor Squadron, which was 

stationed with and attached to 

the 50th at Hahn Air Base but 

assigned to the 86th Air 

Division, did not convert to the 

new F-4D aircraft. An earlier 

version of the Phantom II, the F-

4C, served as a primary ground 

attack platform during the Vietnam War. Without the benefit of a mounted cannon, however, the 

Phantomôs air-to-air capabilities were somewhat limited. Units involved in combat in Southeast 

Asia, specifically the 366th Fighter Wing, eventually modified the aircraft to carry an external 

cannon, improving dramatically its air-to-air combat effectiveness. Production models of the F-4D 

did not, however, include this modification. 

For the next two years, the wing continued normal operations. Aircrew training, local and multi- 

national exercises, competitions, and headquarters evaluations characterized daily operations. 

On July 1, 1968, however, the 50th wing underwent another organizational change.  On that day, 

the 417th Tactical Fighter Squadron was ordered to Mountain Home Air Force Base, Idaho, and 

subsequently reassigned to Tactical Air Commandôs 67th Tactical Reconnaissance Wing. 

This reassignment andmovement resulted from the implementation of Project CRESTED CAP, 

which provided for the semi-permanent redeployment of United States Air Forces Europe units to 

the continental United States. To replace the 417th, United States Air Forces Europe reassigned the 

496th Fighter- Interceptor Squadron from 86th Air Division to the 50th Tactical Fighter Wing on 

November 1, 1968. The 496th initially brought to the wing the firepower of the F-102. However, 

within two years, Headquarters, United States Air Force Europe redesignated the 496th as a tactical 

fighter squadron. The squadron converted to the F-4E, an updated version of the wingôs F-4D 

Phantoms, retiring its F-102 Delta Daggers. 

United States Air  Forces Europe then selected the 81st Tactical Fighter Squadron as the 

commandôs first ñWild Weaselò unit. As such, the squadronôs primary mission focus changed from 

ground and air attack roles to location and elimination of threats posed by enemy radar tracking and 

surface-to-air missile systems. The ñWild Weaselò version of the F-4E (and later the F-4G) could 

be used as a radar jamming platform or as a search and destroy vehicle. On June 12, 1971, 

subsequent to its selection, the 81st Tactical Fighter Squadron moved to Zweibrucken Air Base, 

West Germany. Though it remained assigned to the 50th Tactical Fighter Wing, the 81st was 

detached from the wingôs operational control and attached to the 86th Tactical Fighter Wing, which 

activated on November 1, 1969. Following these changes, the wing again settled into a more normal 

operational pace and returned its attentions to maintaining combat readiness. 

As the Cold War neared the end of its third decade, changes again faced the 50th. In July 1974, 

United States Air Forces Europe implemented a reorganization plan that replaced the chief of 

The fire-power the F-4E carried was over seven-times that carried by 

either the P-47 or F-86 (USAF Photo) 

 

 






















































































































